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Cupkit ( and Jenter) Systems

» With these systems the queen Is made to
lay Iin purpose made artificial cells and
these cell are then transferred to the cell

building colony once they at the correct
age
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Cell bars and types of queen cup

« See examples
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Cell Building Colonies

« Many books recommend Queenless Cell-starters.

The started cells are then transferred to the Cell-builder
colony, which can be either Queenless or Queenright.

« Itis possible to get a Queenright colony to both start the
gueen cells and to build and finish them.

Provided the cells are presented to the bees in the correct
direction ie pointing vertically down, and in a queenless part
of the hive, then the bees will draw them out as queen cells
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Setting up the Queenright Cell Builder

Some types of bee, in particular AMM, do not build big brood nests,
so double brood is not practical. We need to modify the system
whilst still being able to divide the hive into two. The system |
adopted for some years consisted of 4 frames in a reduced size box
above the queen excluder. This box contained 1 frame food, 1 frame
young brood, 1 frame containing pollen and the cell bar frame. The
rest of the brood was in the lower box beneath a queen excluder.

| have modified this system now, by effectively reversing the boxes;
confining the queen in the bottom box on 4 frames, and moving all
the rest of the brood to the top box above the queen excluder. The
cell bar frame is sandwiched between frames containing young
brood and one of pollen.

It is important that the supply of both pollen and nurse bees are
located as close as possible to the queen cells in order that they are
properly fed
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Care and Handling of Queen Cells

Frames containing queen cells need to be
handled with care

Never shake a frame with queen cells — always
gently brush off the bees if needed.

Cells that are damaged will be torn down by the
bees.

Protect queen cells once they are fully formed.
This will reduce the amount of comb built round
the cells, and if queens emerge they will not tear
down the other cells
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Mating Nucs

Cells should go in the mating nucs on day 14 from
when the egg was layed.
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You can keep a number of queens in one hive Iif
you get bees that are in the mood to accept a
gueen (queenless overnight or a mixture of bees
shaken from several hives) and the gqueens are Iin
cages so they can't kill each other. I've done
these with a 3/4" shim on top of a nuc or a frame
with plastic bars that hold the JZBZ cages. | put a
frame of brood in periodically to keep them from
developing laying workers or running out of young
bees to feed the queens.






