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War and Capitalism

War as an endless cycle driven by profit.

Mother Courage survives by trading but loses
her children one by one.

War is shown as an industry that thrives on
human suffering.

Quote: 'War is like love, it always finds a way'.



Survival vs. Morality

Mother Courage prioritizes business over
moral choices.

Struggle to survive often demands
compromise.

She represents the cost of survival in wartime.

Theme Question: Can survival justify
exploitation?



The Cost of War on Family

* Each child (Eilif, Swiss Cheese, Kattrin) dies
due to the war.

 War destroys personal bonds, even the most
sacred: family.

 The irony: her nickname 'Mother Courage'
contrasts with her tragic losses.



Silence and Voice (Kattrin’s Sacrifice(

e Kattrin is mute but becomes the moral voice
of the play.

* Her drumming saves children, showing true
courage.

e Brecht contrasts greed-driven 'courage’ with
selfless sacrifice.



Religion and Fate

* Characters invoke God but rely on war profits.

* Brecht critiques blind faith in divine
protection.

e Suggests human responsibility, not fate, drives
tragedy.



Alienation Effect and Themes

* Songs, placards, and irony prevent emotional
Immersion.

e Audience forced to analyze, not sympathize.

* Themes: war, capitalism, morality - meant to
provoke thought, not pity.



Conclusion

War dehumanizes and commodifies life.

‘Mother Courage’ embodies the paradox of
resilience and destruction.

Brecht urges: Don’t admire her — learn from
her mistakes.



