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The next global superpower

lan Bremmer

Who runs the world?

It used to be an easy question to answer. If you're old enough to remember
the Cold War, there were two superpowers. The United States and its allies on
one side, the Soviet Union on the other. That was a bipolar world. It was
.simple

If you're a bit younger, you remember the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.
That left the United States as the sole global superpower. The US used its
immense military and economic might to dominate global institutions like the
IMF, the World Bank, and NATO. That was a unipolar world.




Then, about 15 years ago, things got more complicated. The United States
became less interested in being the world's policeman, the architect of global
trade, and even the cheerleader for global values. Other countries grew more
powerful and could increasingly ignore US rules. China, Russia, India, Turkey,
.Saudi Arabia—they all wanted more say.

This led to what | call a "G-Zero" world—a world with no global leaders, where
no single country or alliance of countries has the political and economic
leverage to drive a truly global agenda.

But a G-Zero world is inherently unstable. It can't last. So, what comes next?

Where are we heading over the next 10 years? If we look closely at how power
is distributed today, we aren't moving toward a new Cold War, nor are we
moving toward a multipolar world. Instead, we are living in three different
.global orders at the same time

The Security Order (Unipolar) .1
.First, there is a security order, and it is unipolar

The United States is the only country that can send its military, its ships, and its
soldiers to every corner of the world. No one else comes close. China is
growing its military power in Asia, but it cannot project power globally the way
.the US can

When Russia invaded Ukraine, the United States didn’t just defend Ukraine; it

rallied its allies across Europe and Asia to sanction Russia and support Ukraine.
The US remains the sole superpower in terms of security, and it will remain so
.for at least the next decade

The Economic Order (Multipolar) .2

.Second, there is an economic order, and it is multipolar



Here, global power is shared. The United States has a massive economy, but it
.cannot simply dictate terms to the rest of the world

China is a massive economic superpower and is the largest trading partner for
.many countries around the world

The European Union has the world's largest common market and sets global
.regulations that American and Chinese companies must follow

.India, Japan, and developing nations also hold significant weight

In this economic order, countries must cooperate, negotiate, and compromise.
.No single nation rules

The Digital Order (Technopolar) .3

But there is a third order that is emerging rapidly, and it is the most
.transformative. It is the digital order, and it is technopolar

.This order is not ruled by governments, but by technology companies

Think about it: who has the power to shape human behavior, control
information, and decide what billions of people see and believe every day? It’s
not President Biden or President Xi. It is tech CEOs like Elon Musk, Mark
.Zuckerberg, and Sundar Pichai

These tech giants don't just build products; they build the environment in
.which we live

When Russia invaded Ukraine, it wasn't a government that kept Ukraine's
.communication infrastructure alive; it was Elon Musk’s Starlink satellites

When algorithms radicalize citizens and polarize democracies, it is tech
.platforms, not governments, that decide whether to intervene

When we talk about the future of Artificial Intelligence (Al), it is a handful of
tech companies that are driving the innovation, setting the guardrails, and
.controlling the code



These tech companies have sovereign-like power over the digital world. If tech
companies decide to align with their home governments, we will see a digital
cold war. If they decide to pursue pure profit, we will see a globalized
corporate digital order. And if the algorithms they create escape human
.control, we will face an existential challenge to the global order itself

The Big Question

?S0, who runs the world

The answer is changing. It depends on whether you are looking at guns,
money, or data. The next global superpower isn't a new country like China or
.India—it is the technology sector itself

How these tech companies choose to use theirimmense power, and whether
governments can successfully regulate them, will define the future of human
.freedom, peace, and prosperity in the 21st century

Thank you.
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English Term
Cold War
Superpower

Allies

Soviet Union
Bipolar World
Collapse

Sole Superpower
Military Might
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Questions, Answers, and Analytical Discussion on "Who Runs the
World"?

Part I: Comprehension Questions and Answers
1 .What was the global order during the Cold War?
Answer:

During the Cold War, the world was bipolar, dominated by two superpowers:
the United States and the Soviet Union. Each led a bloc of allied countries and
competed for political, military, and ideological influence.

2 .What changed after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 19917
Answer:

The collapse of the Soviet Union left the United States as the sole global
superpower, creating a unipolar world in which the US exercised significant
influence over international institutions and global affairs.

3 .What does the author mean by a "G-Zero" world?
Answer:

A G-Zero world is a world without a clear global leader. No country or alliance
possesses enough political and economic power to lead and coordinate a truly
global agenda.



4 \Why does the author believe a G-Zero world is unstable?
Answer:

The author argues that a lack of leadership makes it difficult to solve global
problems, manage conflicts, and coordinate international responses to crises.

5 .Why is the security order considered unipolar?
Answer:

Because the United States remains the only country capable of projecting
military power on a global scale and coordinating alliances across different
regions of the world.

6 .Why is the economic order described as multipolar?
Answer:

Economic power is distributed among several major actors, including the
United States, China, the European Union, India, and Japan. No single country
can completely dominate the global economy.

7 .What is meant by the term "technopolar?"
Answer:

Technopolarity refers to a system in which technology companies possess
significant power and influence, sometimes rivaling or exceeding that of
governments.

8 .How did Starlink illustrate the power of technology companies?

Answer:



Starlink maintained communication services in Ukraine during the Russian
invasion, demonstrating how private companies can influence geopolitical
events.

9 .What role do algorithms play in modern society?
Answer:

Algorithms influence what people see online, shape opinions, affect political
discussions, and can contribute to social polarization.

10 .Why is Al considered important in the technopolar order?
Answer:

Al is shaping the future of economies, security, and communication, and much
of its development is controlled by a small number of technology companies.

The text challenges traditional theories of international relations by arguing
that global power can no longer be understood through a single framework.
During the Cold War, power was primarily military and ideological. Today,
power is fragmented across different domains.



