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Lecture:
Consonants and
Their Types

What are Consonants?

Consonants are speech sounds
produced when the airflow from the
lungs is partially or completely
obstructed by one or more speech
organs, such as the lips, teeth, or
tongue.

Examples: /p/, /b/, It/, [d], [K/, 9],
Im/, Inf, [sl, Iz]




Classification of Consonants

Consonants are classified according to three main criteria:
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1. Place of

Articulation

The place of articulation

refers to where the airflow is
obstructed in the vocal tract.




Place

Bilabial

Labiodental

Dental
Alveolar
Postalveolar
Palatal

Velar

Glottal

Place of Articulation

Description
Both lips come together.
Lower lip touches upper teeth.
Tongue touches the upper teeth.
Tongue touches the alveolar ridge.

Tongue is just behind the alveolar ridge.

Front of the tongue touches the hard palate.

Back of the tongue touches the soft palate
(velum).

Produced at the glottis.

Examples
Ipl, o, Im/
11 vl
18/, 13/

If1, 131, 141, 13/
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