
                   

The Origin of Drama 

 

1. Ancient Greece 

Drama as we know it today originated in ancient Greece, around the 5th 

century BCE. It emerged from religious festivals dedicated to Dionysus, the 

god of wine and fertility, and was initially part of ritualistic performances. 

These festivals included choral songs and evolved into structured 

performances with dialogue. The Greeks developed two main genres: tragedy 

and comedy. Playwrights such as Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides (tragedy), 

and Aristophanes (comedy) laid the foundation for dramatic structure and 

themes. 
 
2.   Ancient Rome: 

The Romans borrowed heavily from Greek drama, adapting it to suit their 

tastes. Roman playwrights like Seneca (tragedy) and Plautus (comedy) are 

notable for their contributions. Roman dramas were more spectacle-oriented,  

with a greater emphasis on violence and entertainment. 
 
3.   Medieval Europe: 

After the fall of the Roman Empire, drama nearly disappeared in Europe but 

was revived in the medieval period as liturgical plays. These were Christian 

religious dramas performed in churches and later in town squares. By the 12th 

century, these performances became more elaborate, leading to the 

development of mystery plays, miracle plays, and morality plays, which 

dramatized biblical stories and allegorical tales. 
 
 
4.   Renaissance Drama: 
In England, drama flourished during the Elizabethan era (late 16th to early 

17th 

centuries), most notably with the works of William Shakespeare. This period 

also saw the rise of theatre companies and permanent playhouses, allowing 

drama to thrive as an art form distinct from religious or courtly performances. 
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Drama, therefore, originated from a variety of cultures and contexts, 

growing out of religious ceremonies, myths, and rituals, and evolving into 

the complex literary and theatrical form we recognize today. 
 

 

 

 

  


