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Lecture Five: The Modern World: 
Industrialization, Nationalism, and World 
War 
1. Learning Objectives 
Students should be able to: 

1. Explain the Industrial Revolution.  
2. Describe the effects of industrialization on society.  
3. Explain the development of nationalism.  
4. Identify major causes of the First World War.  
5. Discuss the major consequences of the First and Second World Wars.  
6. Explain how these developments contributed to the modern international system.  

 

2. Introduction 
The eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries witnessed some of the most dramatic 
transformations in human history. 

Industrialization changed methods of production, transportation, communication, and 
employment. Nationalism transformed political identities and contributed to the formation of 
new nation-states. Imperial competition intensified conflicts among European powers. 

These developments contributed to the outbreak of the two World Wars, which profoundly 
transformed international politics. 

 

3. The Industrial Revolution 
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The Industrial Revolution began in Britain during the eighteenth century and gradually 
spread to other regions. 

Before industrialization, most production depended on agriculture and small-scale 
workshops. Industrialization introduced factories, machines, and new production methods. 

The steam engine was particularly important. 

Industrialization increased production and encouraged the development of factories and urban 
centers. 

 

4. Urbanization 
Industrialization resulted in rapid urbanization. 

People moved from rural areas to cities in search of employment. 

Industrial cities grew rapidly, but living conditions were often difficult. 

Workers frequently experienced: 

• Long working hours  
• Low wages  
• Dangerous workplaces  
• Poor housing  
• Limited social protection  

These conditions contributed to the development of labor movements and demands for social 
reform. 

 

5. Industrialization and Transportation 
Industrialization transformed transportation. 

Railways allowed people and goods to travel faster and more cheaply. 

Steamships improved international transportation. 

Later, the development of automobiles and airplanes further transformed mobility. 

Communication also changed through technologies such as the telegraph and telephone. 
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6. Nationalism 
Nationalism became an important political force during the nineteenth century. 

Nationalists argued that people who shared a common national identity should have political 
representation and, in some cases, their own state. 

Nationalism contributed to the unification of countries such as Italy and Germany. 

However, nationalism also increased competition between states and sometimes contributed 
to political conflict. 

 

7. Imperialism 
Industrial powers sought raw materials, markets, strategic territories, and political influence. 

European imperialism expanded particularly in Africa and Asia during the nineteenth 
century. 

Imperialism had lasting consequences for colonized societies, including changes in political 
institutions, economies, education, and borders. 

It also contributed to rivalry among European powers. 

 

8. The First World War 
The First World War began in 1914. 

Several long-term factors contributed to the conflict, including: 

• Nationalism  
• Imperial rivalry  
• Military alliances  
• Militarization  
• Political tensions in Europe  

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo in June 
1914 was the immediate trigger for the crisis. 

The conflict expanded as alliances brought multiple European powers into war. 
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9. Consequences of the First World War 
The war caused enormous loss of life and destruction. 

The Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian, German, and Russian Empires experienced major political 
transformations. 

The Treaty of Versailles imposed significant conditions on Germany. 

The League of Nations was established with the aim of promoting international cooperation 
and preventing future wars. 

However, the international settlement failed to eliminate political tensions. 

 

10. The Second World War 
The Second World War began in 1939 following Germany's invasion of Poland. 

The conflict involved major powers in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Pacific. 

The war resulted in enormous military and civilian casualties. 

The Holocaust, in which Nazi Germany and its collaborators systematically murdered 
approximately six million Jews, was one of the most horrific aspects of the war. 

The war ended in 1945 after the defeat of Nazi Germany and Japan. 

 

11. The Postwar World 
The Second World War transformed international politics. 

The United Nations was established in 1945 to promote international cooperation and peace. 

The United States and the Soviet Union emerged as the two dominant global powers. 

Their ideological and geopolitical rivalry contributed to the Cold War. 

The Cold War involved political, military, economic, and technological competition between 
the two blocs. 

 

12. Decolonization 
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After the Second World War, many colonies in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East gained 
independence. 

Decolonization transformed the international system by increasing the number of independent 
states. 

New governments faced major challenges involving economic development, political 
stability, national identity, and relations with former colonial powers. 

 

13. Globalization 
The late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries witnessed increasing globalization. 

Advances in transportation, communication, information technology, and international trade 
connected societies more closely. 

Events in one part of the world could increasingly affect societies elsewhere. 

Globalization has created opportunities for economic and cultural exchange but has also 
generated debates about inequality, cultural change, political sovereignty, and economic 
dependence. 

 

14. Conclusion 
The modern world was shaped by industrialization, nationalism, imperialism, global conflict, 
decolonization, and technological development. 

The Industrial Revolution transformed economies and societies. Nationalism reshaped 
political identities and contributed to the formation of modern states. The two World Wars 
fundamentally altered international politics and resulted in the emergence of new 
international institutions. 

Understanding these developments is essential for understanding the political, economic, and 
social structures of the contemporary world. 

Review Questions 

1. What was the Industrial Revolution?  
2. How did industrialization affect urban populations?  
3. What were the major causes of the First World War?  
4. What was the immediate trigger of World War I?  
5. What were the consequences of World War I?  
6. What were the major features of World War II?  
7. What was the Holocaust?  
8. Why was the United Nations established?  
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9. What was the Cold War?  
10. What is meant by decolonization?  
11. How has globalization affected the modern world?  
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