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Lecture One
First lecture : 

: The concept of religion

        Religion is a daily lifestyle for every individual in all human societies, as he cannot live without it because it gives him psychological and spiritual reassurance for every unknown in his social life and life after death, as well as being one of the unwritten customary controls that make the individual feel anxious when he departs from it, and this means that it is a divine constitution of life for man and his creed that connects him to other human beings and the creation in knowing the secrets of the universe.

It is worth noting that religions are not the same in terms of the monotheism of God, they share several characteristics brought by their prophets and their holy books, and there are non-unified religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism and other religions that arose in an environment different from the monotheism that arose in an arid desert geographical environment, while non-unified born and raised in India share an idea that human existence includes the continuity of the rotation of human life that revolves between birth, death and rebirth. However, both types of religions share commonalities such as storytelling, reward and punishment, morality, law, and emotional feelings, making them similar in their beliefs.

It goes without saying that there is no society without religion and there is no religion without society, meaning that they are two sides of the existence of man and society together, and both affect human beliefs, and in response to this, religion becomes a nutrient and enhancer of personal and social identity and social cohesion, and becomes a carrier of values and meanings between human generations. This is what makes individuals different in their religiosity and not at the same level and degree, although the individual does not have an independent personality of his own because his beliefs conflict with the religious beliefs that are so entrenched in the culture of the local community that they have the role of controlling and controlling the established laws and determining the moral principles. Based on what we have presented above, sociologists have been interested in religion in order to interpret and analyze his behavior and thinking, and finally we say that religion reflects the character of the social features, including sacred ritual beliefs that have normative values and judgments that negate and forbidden that regulate his behavior and provide answers to questions that require final convictions and represent a solid base for social cohesion.

The concept of religion

For thousands of years, researchers have been studying religion and discussing the ideas of its prophets and religious leaders and writing their religious interpretations and translations, and researchers have also been interested in studying religious beliefs, ritual practices, traditions and beliefs, and put these interests under a name they called theology. After that, comparative studies between religions emerged, adopted and put forward by the scientist (Schuller) who began to study religions, noting the differences, similarities, commonalities and commonalities between them, but today there are many different types of specialized interests in the study of religions, for example, sociologists Sociologists studied the role of religion in social life, anthropologists investigated religious practices, rituals and behavior that revolve around them, as for historical practices, historians wrote about the impact of religion on events, while social phenomenologists searched for the meanings of symbols, signs, beliefs and all the rites and rituals performed by its followers, then there is the science of modern human communications and its effects on societies with cultural diversity, which in turn helped to develop an academic discipline that clarifies the social channels through which they communicate and reach the construction of these cultures.

Defining Religion

Religion constitutes a set of beliefs, applications and behavioral practices that scientists and researchers, especially anthropologists, have agreed on the importance of this social system, which is not without a human society on earth, but their treatment of these beliefs and applications was very different in different crises and eras, for example, it was believed by some in the nineteenth century for example that beliefs first appeared as naive interpretations of experiences and that religion was built on these interpretations and then came a period when these applications were considered of great importance and beliefs only existed to justify these applications.

Religion is a universal phenomenon that has occupied the minds of thinkers, anthropologists and sociologists, as many questions have always been raised about what religion is or why people think about religion and how they think about it, and these questions require scientific answers, and like other social phenomena, many conflicting opinions and hypotheses have been presented, including some based on logic and others based on speculation and reflection, as there was not enough evidence to trace the origin of this phenomenon and it is not easy to attribute it to a single cause.

The diversity, multiplicity and variation in religions do not enable researchers to give a broad definition of religion. Followers of a religion may define their religious belief as a belief in a higher power that provides people with moral values and behavioral patterns that promise and warn them of another life, but such a definition may not be true for all existing religious beliefs.

There are also definitions of religion that start from a belief and spiritual absolute or from a rational approach that tries to study religion as a social, psychological or philosophical phenomenon. The definition provided by sociologists of religion as an abstract set of values, ideals and experiences that develop within the cultural system of a human group, religion is difficult to distinguish in their eyes from the social and cultural customs that settle in society to form the spiritual dimension.

So through the above, we find that it is not possible to define a term for religion accurately, due to its difference in both primitive societies and societies that embrace divine religions, as well as the difference in its nature from one person to another. Religion includes the motives that govern human behavior, whether primitive or civilized, as well as man's relationship with nature and the supernatural that are subject to religious considerations and religion becomes an important factor in human life, a factor that makes him feel that there are higher forces that affect him and his life, thoughts and behavior in general. 

Some of the terms associated with the concept of religion

Third lecture:

The emergence and development of sociology of religion

Before the emergence of religious sociology in the first half of the twentieth century, its topics were scattered and dispersed in the fields of sociology and religion, and with its emergence, religious sociological topics were separated in order to grow, integrate and become capable of explaining social phenomena in a meaningful scientific explanation, and there are factors that led to the independence of religious sociology from them, which are as follows:

1.
The inability of sociology to study religious phenomena in a specialized social study due to the breadth and magnitude of its field of study, the multiplicity of its topics, and the many factors and forces affecting the social life of man, in addition to the lack of interest of the science of religion in studying the social roots of religion and the impact of these phenomena in the social structure.

2.
The complexity of social life, its branching and the overlap of its phenomena in religious values and practices with the emergence of the increasing interest of religion in the affairs of society, especially after the tyranny of material and utilitarian life over spiritual and moral life.

3.
The emergence of studies in the field of sociology of religion (1920-1950), especially the publication of the book Sociology of Religion and the book (Protestantism) by Max Weber and the book Social Functions of Churches, in addition to the emergence of several scientific departments specialized in the field of sociology of religion that were established in many European and American universities, which in turn led to the crystallization, development and spread of the discipline.

The importance of religious sociology

The importance of religious sociology is measured by the vital social relationship between religion and society, which must be researched and studied according to a scientific perspective because of its effective and important position in the social system in developing countries in general and Arab countries in particular, and for this, Western sociologists have dedicated religious sociology to analyze and reconstruct the religious phenomenon in order to put religion in its proper place as a spiritual relationship with the individual that has its independence away from ideological, political and cultural uses in contrast to the religious and political employment of Islam as an ideology in the case of conflict over identity and authenticity with modernity.

Objectives of Sociology of Religion

The objectives of religious sociology can be summarized as follows:

1.
Understanding and realizing the social foundations of religious phenomena such as worship (fasting and prayer).

2.
Understanding and recognizing the social phenomena that emerge in religious systems and institutions, such as conflict and cooperation.

3.
One of the goals of religious sociology is to clarify the relationship between religion and society.

4.
Establishing the scientific boundaries between religious sociology and the exact disciplines of sociology on the one hand and other social sciences on the other.

5.
Developing religious sociology so that it can explain all social and religious phenomena.

6.
Increase the number of scholars and researchers in the field of religious sociology.

7.
Strive to liberate religious sociology from the subjectivity, emotionalism, and sentimentality that often dominate specialists in this field of study.

8.
Adopting advanced and modern methods that enable the specialist in religious sociology to conduct research and theoretical studies more efficiently and accurately.

The relationship of religious sociology to other sciences

There are many branches of human sciences that participate in the study of religion, whether this study is directly or indirectly, there is theology, which deals mainly with the idea of divinity and the attributes of the divine self and its opposition to creatures that link the Creator to the creature, and so because religion is one of the main pillars of all societies, religious sociology has been associated with many sciences, and we will refer to the most important of these sciences below:

The relationship of religious sociology to philosophy

All modern sciences arose in the arms of philosophy, and philosophy itself arose in the arms of religion, and there were no differences between religious thinking and philosophical thinking among the Orientals, as Eastern myths contain many ideas that represent the core of philosophical issues, but they were presented in an illogical manner as philosophical issues were presented in Greece, although philosophy has tried to settle completely independent from the field of religion, its atmosphere is still religious, so we see that some philosophical schools take some rituals and rituals for them On the other hand, there were attempts to link between religion and philosophy, especially the divine religions, as some philosophers tried to emphasize that there is no conflict between religion and philosophy, as it appears among Muslim philosophers, especially Islamic groups, the most important of which are the Mu'tazilites, and therefore the relationship between religion and philosophy was not always a relationship of compatibility, but a conflict often arises between them, sometimes increasing and sometimes decreasing.

Relationship
Fourth lecture:

Theoretical trends in the study of religion

I: Rational Positivism

This trend is considered a successful model in the study of religion, because it avoided the shortcomings found in the positivist trend, as it combined the advantages of the rationalist trend, as the positivist model of thought placed strong determinations on the quality and meaning of the religious phenomenon, within the framework of this trend there are two models for the theoretical interpretation of the religious phenomenon:

The first - treats the religious phenomenon as a manifestation of biological and psychological factors to reach mental control or explanations in light of concepts, and usually this pattern is based on a vision of an instinctive theory that soon suffers from a severe scientific deficiency, as it cannot prove that the details of the changes that show the behavior of the phenomenon can be linked to the corresponding changes in the construction of instinctive motives.

Spencer and Taylor followed this path in their treatment of primitive magic and religious ideas, and they argued that primitive magic and religious ideas are ideas at the level of primitive man, taking into account the lack of accumulation of knowledge, limited technology, and the lack of opportunities for observation experienced by primitive man, as beliefs in the separation of the soul from the body and ritual practices indicate a pattern of thinking, Therefore, magical religious beliefs and collective practices can change with scientific progress, and this model has proven to be the starting point in the development of this trend, because it made it possible to analyze the act in light of the concepts of the subjective point of view of the actor in directing him to certain features in the situation in which he moves or does, that the rational positivist trend combined the two previous models, as this trend is evident in the contributions of Durkheim and Max Weber.

1.
Durkheim :

  The basic intellectual roots of Durkheim's study of religion go back to (Faustel de Ko Lang) and (Robertson Smith), the first attributed the political aspects and the overall structure of society to religious beliefs that determine social organization, while the second believes that primitive religion is a social entity, Individuals do not choose a set of beliefs to explain things, but are born in social situations where religious acts are inherited, in tribal society there is no individual special relationship between the gods, but common sacred acts link individuals to each other in the group with the god or gods that the community as a whole sanctifies, Durkheim believes that social control and social existence itself is centered on the concept of collective feeling, and that logic is created and strengthened in every society by religion, and in the work he shared with (Marcel Mauss) in the classification of the primitive, Durkheim explained that religion provides us with understanding and without it we cannot think, as religions are systems of ideas that give us a complete understanding of the world, and Durkheim did not raise any discussion about the veracity of religious ideas, because he believes that religious ideas express and fulfill social needs, and accordingly they cannot be untrue or untruthful.

His book called (Primary Forms of Religious Life 1912 AD) can be considered one of the most influential works in the sociology of religion, and Durkheim does not link religion to social inequality or power, but rather studies its relationship with the nature of social institutions, and his work focuses on the study of totemism practiced by Australian Aborigines as representing the primary forms of religion, as the totem is an animal or plant that embodies a symbolic value for the group and is revered and respected because it has a sacred character around which a system of diverse ritual activities crystallizes, Durkheim defines religion by separating the sacred from the profane, and people deal with sacred objects and symbols separately from the daily routine aspects that fall under the category of the profane, and in this case it is forbidden to eat the totem of animals or plants except on certain ceremonial occasions, and people confer on the totem divine properties that distinguish it completely from other types of animals that can be hunted or other crops that can be picked and consumed. 

Durkheim believed that religion would recede with the development of modern societies, and scientific thinking would replace it, and Durkheim shared with Marx the view that traditional religion, i.e. belief in gods or higher powers, is about to disappear, and Durkheim says in one of his famous phrases: (The old gods are dead), but he admits that religion may continue, albeit in other alternative forms, and modern societies still rely on ritual practices to emphasize their social cohesion and core values, and Durkheim did not take a clear position on the possible alternative forms of traditional religious beliefs, but he hinted more than once that alternative rituals will revolve around human values such as (freedom, equality and social cooperation). 

Durkheim focuses in his treatment of the topic of religion in three main axes, namely:

The first axis - the social foundations of religion:

Durkheim's interpretation of the nature of religion was purely social, and therefore he criticized the individual and psychological theories that tried to explain the emergence of religious beliefs through biological factors such as dreams and visions, as well as Max Muller's naturalistic theory that religion is due to natural and cosmic factors, Durkheim believes that these theories failed to provide an explanation for religion and differentiate between what is sacred and what is mundane, and Durkheim views religious ideas and practices as referring and symbolizing social groups, as he considered society the original source of religion, and therefore defined religion as a unified pattern of beliefs and practices that relate to something sacred and these beliefs and practices in a single moral community that includes all those who are associated with it.
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