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Lecture One: Chapter One: The Concept, Nature, and Objectives of Anthropology

1- The Concept of Anthropology

The word "anthropology" is an English word derived from the Greek root, which consists of two parts: Anthropos, meaning "man," and Logos, meaning "science." Thus, the meaning of anthropology, in terms of the term “human science,” becomes the science that studies humans. Therefore, anthropology is defined as the science that studies man as a living organic being, living in a society dominated by social systems and patterns within a specific culture... performing various tasks and adopting specific behaviors. It is also the science that studies primitive life and modern contemporary life, and attempts to predict the future of humanity based on its development throughout long human history. Therefore, anthropology is considered an advanced science that studies humans, their behavior, and their actions. Anthropology is also known as the science of (humanity), the science that studies humans as creatures, belonging to the animal world on the one hand, and on the other hand, as the only one of all animal species that creates Culture and its creators, and the creature that distinguishes it from all of them. Anthropology is also defined, in a concise and comprehensive manner, as "the science of studying man, naturally, socially, and culturally." That is, anthropology does not study man as a being alone, or isolated from his fellow human beings. Rather, it studies him as a social being. Naturally, he lives in a specific society with its own characteristics in a specific place and time. Anthropology, as the study of humans in their various dimensions—biophysical, social, and cultural—is a comprehensive science that combines diverse and different fields and areas, as different from one another as any other science.
Anatomy of the history of the development of the human race and ethnic groups, and the study of social systems, including political, economic, kinship, religious, legal, and so on... as well as human creativity in the various fields of culture, which include: intellectual heritage, patterns of values, styles of thought, literary and artistic creativity, and even customs, traditions, and manifestations of... Behavior in different human societies, although special attention is still given to traditional societies. 2- The Nature of Anthropology

All English-speaking peoples refer to anthropology as "the science of humans and their work," while in non-English-speaking European countries, the same term refers to "the study of the physical characteristics of humans." This difference reaches the nature of anthropology. While in Europe it means physical anthropology, and archaeology and linguistics are viewed as two separate branches, the Americans use the term (ethnology or ethnography) to describe (cultural ethnography), which the British call (Social Anthropology). In England, for example, the term anthropology refers to the study of peoples and their social entities, with a particular tendency to emphasize the study of primitive peoples. In America, scholars believe that anthropology is the science of studying primitive and contemporary human cultures, while French scholars mean by this term, The study of man from a natural, or "organic", perspective. Anthropology focuses its attention on one being, man, and attempts to understand the various types of phenomena that affect him, while other sciences focus their attention on specific types of phenomena wherever they occur in nature. Anthropology has always sought, and continues to seek, to understand everything. It is possible to understand or know about the nature of this strange creature that walks on two feet, as well as to understand its behavior, which is stranger than its physical nature.
Although anthropologists have been able to use some of the methods developed by the social sciences, they have rarely had to wait for the development of such methods. In fact, their contribution to the development of the social sciences is no less important than the contribution of these sciences to the development of anthropology. Therefore, anthropology is divided into two major basic sections: the first studies humans and is known as physical anthropology, while the second studies human actions and is known as cultural/civilizational anthropology. 3- Objectives of Anthropology

Based on the concept and nature of anthropology, its study achieves a set of objectives, which can be summarized as follows:

1- Accurately describing aspects of human and cultural life, by having the researcher live with the group or community being studied, and recording all the behaviors of its members in their interactions in life. Daily 2- Classifying aspects of human and cultural life after studying them realistically, in order to arrive at general human patterns, within the context of the general evolutionary and cultural arrangement of man: (primitive - agricultural - industrial - cognitive - technological)

3- Determining the origins of the change that occurs to man, and the causes of this change and its processes with scientific precision ...This is achieved by referring to human heritage and linking it to the present through comparison and identifying various elements of change.

4- Deriving indicators and forecasts of the direction of potential change in the human/civilizational phenomena being studied, and thus envisioning the possibility of predicting the future of the group.
The human population on which the study was conducted. Lecture Two: The Origins and History of Anthropology

1- Among the Ancient Greeks:

The Greek historian Herodotus, who lived in the fifth century BC and was an avid traveler, was the first to depict the dreams and customs of peoples and to propose the idea of ​​the existence of diversity and differences among them, in terms of ethnic, cultural, and linguistic aspects. and religious. Therefore, most anthropologists consider him the first anthropological researcher in history. He was the first to collect accurate descriptive information about a large number of non-European peoples (about fifty peoples), as he dealt in detail with their traditions and customs, their physical features and their racial origins. In addition, he presented An accurate description of Egypt, its conditions and its people. He is the author of the famous phrase: “Egypt is the gift of the Nile.” Among what he says about the customs of the ancient Egyptians: “In non-Egyptians, the priests of the gods grow their hair, but in Egypt they shave it. Custom among all other peoples dictates that the relatives of the afflicted shave their heads during mourning, but the Egyptians, if “The ordeal of death descended upon their court, so they let the hair of their heads and beards grow” (Khafaja, 1966, p. 120). Likewise, we find that Aristotle (348-322 BC) was among the first to establish some of the principles of evolutionary thought for living organisms, through his observations and contemplations on biological structures and their development in animals. He is also credited with Also, directing thought towards describing the emergence of governments and analyzing. Its forms and best practices, which is considered an important and fundamental contribution to the study of social and human systems. The student of the works of Greek philosophers arrives at an interesting piece of information related to anthropological thought, which is: The Greeks took much from the civilizations that preceded them, as their philosophy was mixed with the ancient Egyptian civilization, and what resulted was what is known as “Hellenic civilization,” that civilization that prevailed and flourished in the three centuries before the birth of Christ. 2- Among the Romans: The era of the Roman Empire extended for approximately six centuries, during which the Romans followed the issues and ideas raised by the Greeks regarding the structure and nature of human societies, and the explanation of the disparities and differences between them. However, they did not adopt ideal/abstract models of human life, but rather directed their studies toward tangible and perceptible reality. However, anthropologists do not find in Roman thought anything that could be considered an original contribution to the emergence of an independent science for the study of peoples and their cultures, nor do they find established traditions for such studies. However, the poems of Lucretius's Carus can be an exception, as they contain some important social ideas. He addressed several topics, presenting them in six main chapters, including his ideas and theories about matter, the movement of celestial bodies and their shape, and the formation of the world. He devoted the sixth chapter to presenting the ideas of development and progress, as he spoke about the first human being and the social contract, the systems of ownership and government, and the emergence of language, in addition to discussing customs, traditions, and arts. And fashion and music.
Some anthropologists have seen that Lucretius was able to imagine the path of humanity in the Stone Age, then the Bronze Age, then the Iron Age... while others saw in Lucretius’ thought a similarity to the thought of Lewis Morgan (1818-1881), one of the most prominent anthropologists of the nineteenth century. This is in terms of the vision of progress and transition from one stage to another, within the framework of material leaps, even if they are ultimately due to mental processes and innovations. 3- Among the ancient Chinese:

Some historians, especially anthropologists, believe that despite the ancient Chinese’s interest in and appreciation of Roman civilization, they did not find anything in it that rivaled their own. The ancient Chinese felt safe and secure within their country's borders, and were self-sufficient in terms of economic living, to the point that their foreign trade was limited to the exchange of goods and benefits, without having any profound cultural influences. The ancient Chinese did not care about other cultures outside their borders. However, their history was not without some descriptive writings about the customs of barbaric groups, which were characterized by contempt and disdain. This trend stems from the racist view of the ancient Chinese, as they believed - like the Romans - that they were the best of creation, and that there was no civilization or virtue outside their race. Rather, they believed that they did not need anyone else in anything. In order to confirm this reality, their kings built the “Great Wall of China” so that it would not be desecrated. Their land was settled by the feet of others.

Second: Anthropology in the Middle Ages

Most historians agree that these eras extended from the fourth to the fourteenth century AD. It was customary to call them the Middle Ages because they were associated with the decline of European civilization and the decline of The thought of a dark era on the one hand, and because on the other hand it occurred between two eras: the end of the prosperity of ancient European philosophies (Greek and Roman) and the beginning of the European Renaissance (the Age of Enlightenment) and the launch into new areas of exploration of other worlds, the revival of ancient intellectual heritage, and creativity in various arts and literature, at the same time During this period, Arab-Islamic civilization flourished and expanded to encompass various fields of science.

1- The Middle Ages in Europe:

Historians note that during these Middle Ages (the Dark Ages), rational thinking deteriorated, and any ideas that contradicted Christian teachings or the Church's interpretations of the universe and human life were condemned, whether in their origin or their ultimate outcome. But to In addition, there were other centers that directed the beginnings of knowledge and determined the nature of Western civilization in those eras, such as the royal court, for example, which usually included groups of intellectuals such as administrators, politicians, and poets. In addition to this, there was the expansion of the study of law (the University of Bologna) and the study of philosophy and theology (the University of Paris), which had It had clear effects on European public life (political, social, cultural, and religious), and thus paved the way for the Renaissance that Europe witnessed after these eras.

2- The Arab Middle Ages:

Extending from the mid-seventh century AD until approximately the end of the fourteenth century. This is when Islam began to spread, and with it the beginnings of Arab-Islamic civilization began at that time. In formation and prosperity. This civilization included: literature, ethics, philosophy, and logic, and it also had special influences on political and social life and international relations.
The new conditions created by the Arab Islamic conquests required attention to studying the conditions of the people in the conquered countries and the means of administering them, as this became a necessity for organization and governance. Ibn Battuta's travels and writings also had anthropological characteristics, evident in his interest in people and his description of their daily lives, the nature of their personalities, patterns of behavior, values, and traditions. Among what he wrote in approving the actions of the people of Sudan: “Among their actions is the scarcity of injustice, as they are the people furthest from it, and their ruler does not forgive anyone for any of it. Among them is the comprehensive security in their country, as neither the traveler nor the resident fears a thief or an angry person. Among them is their not exposing the property of those who die in their country, whether white or foreign, even if it is worth a large amount.” And they leave it in the hands of a trusted white man until its rightful owner takes it.

As for Ibn Khaldun's book "Al-Ibr wa Diwan al-Mubtada wa al-Khabar fi Ayyam al-'Arab wa al-'Ajam wa al-Barbar wa min `Asarahum min Dhawī al-Sultān al-Akbar", it has achieved great and widespread fame due to its main introduction, the title of which is: "On civilization and the mention of the inherent problems of kingship that arise therein." And the Sultan, and earnings and livelihood and factories and sciences, and the causes and reasons for that.” This introduction is considered an original work in recording the social life of the peoples of North Africa, especially the customs, traditions and social relations, along with some theoretical attempts to explain everything he saw of different social systems. It has formed The topics of this introduction—and later—are of primary interest in anthropological studies.

Third: The European Renaissance

Historians agree that the Renaissance in Europe began at the end of the fourteenth century AD, when Europeans embarked on a process of selective study of Greek and Arabic sciences and knowledge, accompanied by an active pioneering movement for geographical exploration. This was followed by a transition from the philosophical approach to the experimental scientific approach in the study of natural and social phenomena, which crystallized and was completed in the seventeenth century. Perhaps the most important famous exploratory journey (or journeys) that influenced the science of anthropology was that undertaken by Christopher Columbus to the American continent between (1492-1502), where it was full of His memoirs of his observations and interactions with the inhabitants of the New World contain a wealth of information and knowledge about the lifestyles, customs, and traditions of these peoples. These memoirs are characterized by objectivity, a result of direct observation.

Lecture Three: The Relationship of Anthropology to Other Sciences

First - The Relationship of Anthropology to Biology

Biology is closely related to the natural sciences, especially anthropology. The functions of organs, anatomy, and the life of living organisms. This includes the theory of evolution, which states that the bodies of species of living organisms, their types, and the functions of their organs, are constantly changing as long as these organisms reproduce and produce new generations, which may be more advanced than previous generations, as is the case with humans. Anthropology, on the other hand, The theory is very close to biology; both study the process of reproducing life, and both are built on a theoretical model of diversity, each in its own specialty.

Second: The relationship between anthropology and sociology
Sociology is one of the newest basic sciences and one of the most important human sciences. Therefore, it is defined as: the science that studies social life in all its aspects, and investigates the causes of social events and the laws of their development. Thus, we find a connection of some kind between sociology and anthropology, given that both study human beings. The connection between them goes beyond the information that each of them aims to obtain, to the methodology of research in terms of its method and style, to the point that anthropology is called, in his view, comparative sociology, despite the fact that it is concerned with the civilizational aspect of man, while the study of sociology is close to social anthropology. Sociology focuses its studies on social problems in a single society, as well as studying social classes in this or that modern society, and rarely studies primitive or extinct societies. While anthropology (the science of man) focuses its studies on primitive/primitive societies, as well as contemporary civilized societies.

Third - The relationship between anthropology and philosophy:

Aristotle defines it as: "Philosophy is the science of principles and first causes, its goal being the search for truth in its entirety, using the most systematic and coherent methods of thought." That is, it: The science of existence as it exists, or thought in the essence of its existence.

If philosophy is the "mother of sciences," as it was called, due to the comprehensiveness of its study, which includes a group of mathematical, human, and physical sciences, then the relationship of anthropology to it is very close, especially with regard to the human view of the universe and life, in a specific time or place. This is because time Space and nature are linked by a dialectical relationship, the components of which can only be understood through the study of human action, which seeks survival and continuity. The study of the origins of man, his upbringing, his life, his quest for survival and immortality, and the resulting continuous development and change, all fall within the field of anthropological studies, especially this relationship. The eternal relationship between human nature, reality, and the hopes and goals to which it aspires secures the course of its life.

Fourth - The Relationship between Anthropology and Psychology

It can be said that psychology is the science that studies humans from the various aspects of their personality, with the aim of arriving at truths about them, which may be of a general and absolute nature, and can be generalized. .

Therefore, psychological studies focus on inherited physical characteristics and determining their relationship to individual behavioral factors, particularly the relationship between general physical characteristics and personality traits, while taking into account environmental factors.

If anthropology is described as the science that studies humans in terms of their development and behaviors And his lifestyles, psychology shares with anthropology the study of human behavior. However, the difference between them is that psychology focuses on human/individual behavior, while anthropology focuses on human behavior in general. It also studies collective behavior stemming from the group's heritage.

Fifth: The Relationship of Anthropology to Geology Geography

Historical geological studies help determine the time periods in which each species of the human race lived, due to the presence of skeletal remains of ancestors, in the form of fossil remains.
Between the folds of the sedimentary and stratified earth’s crust, some of them are stacked on top of each other, according to the characteristics of origin and aging of each one, so that the bottom is the oldest and the top is the newest. This enables us to know the time period in which this fossil man lived, in addition to knowing the other animal world that surrounded him, through identifying the fossilized skeletal remains of the animal species that were contemporary with him in one geographical environment. We can also learn about the climatic conditions that prevailed when this or that person lived, in those ancient times of our human history. Just as anthropology benefits from geological studies, it also benefits from scientific/geographical data, primarily the natural aspects of the terrain. And water, in addition to the climatic conditions that vary from one region to another, depending on its proximity - or distance - from the equator, or from the shores of the seas and oceans, or its height or lowness above sea level. Therefore, anthropologists tend to neglect the so-called innate capacities of human peoples, preferring to write the history of civilization in light of environmental factors, luck, and the sequence of interconnected events. Some argue that climate has an impact on human energy production, while others believe there is a relationship between weather and the lethargy typical of people living in hot regions, or the impulsive activity typical of people living in cold and stormy regions. Lecture Four: The Study of Anthropology and its Contemporary Trends

First: The Historical Trend

This is divided into two sections: the historical/fragmentative trend and the historical-psychological trend. We will provide a brief overview of each of them below. 1- The historical/fragmental trend: We mentioned that the evolutionary thought of human civilizations became prevalent in the second half of the nineteenth century, when anthropological studies began to crystallize. Alongside it also appeared the diffusionist trend, which relies on the fact that the emergence of all human civilization goes back to one source (society). From there, it spread to other parts of the world. The diffusionist trend is found in both cultural anthropology and social anthropology, although it takes on a special character in each of them. The application of the diffusionist trend in the field of cultural anthropology is related to the collection of cultural elements, including technological elements. and intellectual, while in the field of social anthropology, it is limited to the social relations and systems prevailing in society, which include some cultural elements, but not all of them. The trend here is based on an important principle, which is that social systems are often borrowed or transferred from one place to another. Accordingly, the similarity of social systems and customs, in In a single society, or in different societies, civilization does not arise spontaneously, but rather results from similarities in social, natural, and human capabilities. Despite this, researchers have continued to be interested in using the historical approach to explain the phenomenon of civilizational differences in human societies. This approach is based on two principles. The first is that communication between different peoples, It was due to direct and indirect cultural/civilizational friction.
The second: the process of spreading some or all of the components (characteristics) of civilization from their original sources to other societies, whether through trade voyages, explorations, wars, or colonization. These two principles are complementary in the study of cultural phenomena, and through them it is possible to explain the cultural differences between peoples. Based on this In Europe, two different theories emerged regarding the diffusionist interpretation of cultural elements:

The first theory is the diffusionist theory, which relies on a single central origin for culture/civilization. This theory prevailed in England and traced the origin of all human civilization to a single source, from which it spread to other human societies.

It was The pioneers of this theory were the anatomist Eliot Smith and his student William Bury, who believed that human civilization arose and flourished on the banks of the Nile in ancient Egypt, around five thousand years before Christ. When the appropriate conditions for communication between human groups were available, some aspects of this ancient Egyptian civilization began to spread. To various parts of the world, where their peoples were unable to achieve cultural progress and civilizational innovation, they began to compensate for this deficiency through importation and imitation.

The second theory: is the diffusion theory, which relies on the multi-centered cultural/civilizational origin. Among the advocates of this theory were a group of German and Austrian scholars, at the forefront of whom were/ Fritz Grainauer (1875-1934) and William Schmidt (1868-1959) rejected the idea of ​​a single origin (center) of human civilization, because this idea is more of a fantasy than it is close to a scientific basis. They assumed the existence of many basic centers of civilization, in different places. scattered throughout the world. From the convergence of these civilizations, some with each other, emerged cultural circles that interacted through various processes of fusion and formation. Whistler was the first to use the term "cultural circle" in this sense, in his research on the cultures of the American Indians. His definition of this concept, despite its modification, has since remained useful in this regard. The field. Whistler says: “If we could group the original inhabitants of the New World, that is, the American Indians, we would have several circles: food circles, textile circles, ceramic circles... and others. If we take into account all the elements at once, and turn the social or tribal units, we can find groups with specific features, and this What gives us cultural circles, or a classification of groups according to the elements of their culture. The theory of the (cultural-historical) school is essentially based, as explained by its leader (William Schmidt), on a mystical view of the nature of life and human experience. This school arose within an intellectual framework and used expressions and terms that differ greatly. Essentially, it departs from the rationalist view and the vocabulary of most anthropological thinkers. This is evident in Schmidt's discussion of research methods in studying the various cultural circles into which this school is divided, i.e. all cultures. It believes that it has selected the cultures that exist today in the world, through the spread of their elements.

Fritz's contribution Grabenor/ In the curriculum of the historical-cultural school in particular, and in anthropology in general, it is represented in the precise, objective definition of the criteria for evaluating the spread of certain cultural elements from one people to another. The social system and culture prevailing in a group (a society) have a selective influence, as they prevent the acceptance of models that do not It is completely in harmony with the existing system. At the same time, the effect of the quote on Social systems, where opportunities for adoption depend on encounters that arise from chance. For example, the fact that the culture with which the Mexican Indians interacted was Spanish culture can be considered an accidental and fortuitous event. The same is true for American Indians, who had most of their contact with English and French cultures. 2- The historical/psychological trend:

The historical/fragmental trend began to change and take new paths, as the idea of ​​expanding the historical concept in the study of human cultures emerged, thanks to those who were influenced by the results of psychology, especially (Sigmund Freud) who lived between (1852-1939) and his students, who saw It is possible to understand culture through history, with the help of some psychological concepts and analytical methods. This has had a significant impact on the trend toward revealing the different patterns of human cultures. Ruth Bend Kate and her colleagues believed that studying history, with its events and incidents, is not sufficient to explain social and cultural phenomena, because the cultural phenomenon itself is a complex issue with intertwined elements. It combines the acquired real experience with the psychological experience, and that any cultural characteristic includes a mixture of cultural and psychological activity for a specific environment. However, any culture does not constitute a closed system or rigid molds, to which the behaviors of all members of society must conform. The truth about psychological culture is that culture, as such, cannot do anything, because it is nothing more than the sum of the behaviors of the people who make up a particular society (at a particular time and place) and the patterns of thinking habits of these people. However, although these people are committed to - Through learning and habituation—accustomed to the patterns of the group in which they were born and raised—they differ in their reactions to the life situations they encounter together. They also differ in the extent of their desire for change, as all cultures are subject to change. This demonstrates the flexibility of culture and the opportunity it provides its members with. The values ​​that a society adheres to and that distinguish it from other societies are not all fixed and passed on to the lives of successive generations. Rather, there are variable values ​​that change according to the social and cultural changes that society experiences.

Second: The structural functional trend

The emergence of this trend coincided with the emergence of the trend of cultural diffusion, as a response A violent act against evolutionary theory. The constructivist trend was distinguished by the fact that it was neither evolutionary nor historical, as it focused on studying human cultures individually, in their current spatial and temporal reality. This is what made it different from historical studies, because it relied on science in studying human cultures as a phenomenon that must be researched. Its elements and the discovery of the relationships between them, and subsequently the relationships between them and other phenomena. The crystallization of the structural/functionalist approach in anthropological studies is due to the ideas of the two British scholars, Bronislaw Malinowski and Radcliffe Brown, who lived in the late nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century. They owe their theoretical orientations to the ideas of the sociologist Emile Durkheim, who focused his attention on the way human societies function and the functions of their social systems, rather than on the history of the development of these societies and the general characteristics of their cultures.
Perhaps Claude Lévi-Strauss is the only one among the French constructivists who uses the word “construction” or “structuralism” explicitly in the titles of his books and articles, starting with his article written in 1945 on “structural analysis” in linguistics and anthropology, which is considered – rightly – the “charter” of the constructivist tendency, and to the book “The Elementary Structures of Kinship.” "Which was the reason for his name and fame, and which many consider the most important and best achievement in French anthropology ever... and then to his book "Structural Anthropology." The structural/functional approach, in its entirety, expresses a study method that was reached through the comparison (balance) between human groups (Societies) and human beings (individuals). Its use is no longer limited to anthropologists, but has also been examined, applied and modified by sociologists, such as Talcott Parsons and George Merton. It has also been linked to the natural sciences, especially life sciences and chemistry. Malinowski believed that individuals could create their own culture, or a particular way of life, that would ensure the satisfaction of their basic biological, psychological, and social needs. Therefore, he linked culture—with its various aspects, material, spiritual, and social—to human needs. Concern for structure, as an organized and hidden interconnection of elements, Cultural, the model helps in explaining it behind social relations, paralleled in another direction by functional interest in the sense defined by Malinowski, in which function means: meeting a need, and in which functional analysis is that which: “allows for determining the relationship between cultural work and human need, whether This need was either primary or secondary.

Brown, for his part, played a major role in strengthening the foundations of the structural/functionalist approach in anthropological studies, starting at the beginning of the twentieth century, directing ethnology toward simultaneous studies, rather than toward a biological interpretation of culture, as Malinowski did.

He relied on Brown, in studying society and interpreting social phenomena in a social, structural and functional way, based on the idea of ​​functionalism advocated by Durkheim, which is based on studying human societies through the correspondence (similarity) between social life and organic life, as is the case in the similarity between the integrated physical structure of humans and the integrated social structure in societies. Humanity.

Lecture Five: Physical Anthropology

First: Definition of Organic Anthropology

In general, it is defined as the science that studies the human form in terms of its organic characteristics and the changes that occur to them due to genetics. It also studies human lineages, in terms of human species and their characteristics, in isolation from each culture. This means that Organic anthropology focuses on the study of the human being/individual as a product of an organic process, and then the study of human groups/populations and the analysis of their characteristics. This study focuses on three areas:
- The first field: includes reconstructing the evolutionary history of the human species, and describing (explaining) the changes that caused the deviation of the human species from the lineage it shared with the primate species.

- The second field: is concerned with describing (explaining) the biological changes among living members of the human species. These extend Research includes the underlying relationship between biological composition, on the one hand, and culture and behavior, on the other.

- The third field: This is an important specialization in organismic anthropology, and it studies primates: their relationships with their environments, their evolution, and their collective behavior.

In order to reconstruct human evolutionary history, anthropologists work Naturalism - sometimes - what most anthropologists consider the most fascinating work in organic anthropology, which is the search for fossils, especially those related to the human species, and its ancestors among the primates that existed before it. The term "organic" anthropology is used to refer to the science that is concerned with By studying the organic (biological) aspect of man, since his emergence as an animal species on the surface of the earth, and a period of time exceeding three million years ago, until the present time in which we live. The basic subject in organic (physical) anthropology is the biological difference that occurs in the human being in Time and place...and the thing that produces most of these differences is the combination of genetic components with the environment...there are environmental influences that have a direct connection to this topic, such as: heat, cold, humidity, sunlight, altitude, and disease. This focus is on the difference between the human being and other primates. Second: Branches of Organic Anthropology

Organic anthropology is divided, according to the nature of the study, into two main branches:

1. Paleontology:

This is the science that studies the human race from its inception, through its initial stages and development, based on the evidence of fossils and discovered artifacts. By researching our human species and the trends of its development, especially those related to the aspects revealed by fossils. The mission of this type of study is to attempt to recover (knowledge) what we do not know about extinct humans, through excavations that reveal their remains, traces, and the tools they left behind, and by attempting to analyze these discoveries. In order to understand the reasons that led to the gradual changes in the human form, which led to its current state. Scientists who study this branch attempt to answer many of the questions that revolve around the subject of man, how he appeared on earth, and then how human races, with their different species and lineages, differed. And its types. And how man changed and life on Earth evolved until it reached its current/contemporary form. Many excavations conducted in this field have proven that ancient man, who lived on this Earth nearly half a million years ago, was different from modern man, as he was larger in size and stronger in build, in addition to Prominent jaw, sunken eyes, and broad forehead.

2- The branch of human races or human bodies (Somatology) :
It is the science that studies the organic characteristics of primitive (extinct) humans and current humans, in terms of basic features and general organic characteristics. Therefore, anthropologists devoted most of their efforts to studying human species and observing the differences between them, and trying to know the possible reasons for these differences. It is noted that their interest was focused - until recently - on... Very much so - on the classification of different human races on the basis of race, and finding possible relationships between these races. It can be said that the racial classifications developed by anthropologists still rely primarily on simple, superficial characteristics: skin color and hair type. Recently, attention has been shifting to differences Less obvious and more closely related to the problems we face, such as the differences between blood types, muscular systems, and others. With the beginning of the 1960s, physiologists went further, as they began to study the differences between different groups in terms of growth rate, age of sexual maturity, and the extent of immunity Against diseases. It can be said that many of their discoveries in these fields may be of direct scientific value, especially in anthropological studies.

Third - The Organic Characteristics of Humans and Their Races

This is the science that studies the organic characteristics of primitive (extinct) humans and modern humans, in terms of basic features and general organic characteristics. Therefore, anthropologists have devoted most of their efforts to studying human species, observing the differences between them, and trying to understand the possible causes of these differences. It is noteworthy that their interest was focused - until very recently - on classifying the different human races on the basis of race, and finding possible relationships between these races. It can be said that racial classifications Developed by anthropologists, it still relies primarily on simple, superficial characteristics: skin color and hair shape. More recently, attention has turned to less obvious differences that are more closely related to the problems we face, such as the differences between blood types, muscular systems, and others. By the beginning of the 1960s In the twenties, anthropologists went further, beginning to study the differences between different groups in terms of growth rate, age of sexual maturity, and immunity to disease. It can be said that many of their discoveries in these fields may be of direct scientific value, especially in anthropological studies.

Based on These differences are both formal and behavioral. Anthropologists have agreed to divide humans into three main races or ethnicities, which are:

1- The white (Caucasian) race: This race is distinguished by special characteristics in: (a high and thin nose, a straight lip and prominent jaw, straight eyes, and wavy hair. And its wrinkles, and the abundance of body hair and the thickness of the beard.. This race includes: the Indian race - the Mediterranean race, the Alpine race (Central Europe), the Nordic race (Iranians, Afghans, Berbers, Egyptians, and Ethiopians). (2- The Black (Negro) race: It is characterized by a medium nose and a thick lip. and a prominent jaw. Also, straight eyes, short, shaggy hair, and an elongated head.

This race is represented by: American Negroes, Central African Negroes, and the Nile Hamites of Egypt.

3- The Yellow Race (Mongolian): This race is characterized by moderately dark skin, ranging in color from copper brown to light brown. As with the Red Indians, and light yellow as with the North Chinese.
This race is also characterized by straight, somewhat soft hair on the head, and thin hair on the body and chin. This race represents the original Mongols (Eskimos, Japanese, Koreans, and Chinese), as well as the Turks, Indonesians, American Indians, and Tibetans.

Lecture Six: Psychological Anthropology

Psychological anthropology is also called Also, (Culture and Personality) and Cultur.Personality, given the close relationship between culture and human personality, some studies have proven that the congruence in independent assessments of the information collected, with the intention of studying the “culture-personality” equation, has reached a great extent that indicates the expectation of fruitful cooperation between anthropologists and psychoanalysis in Other research. It also indicates that it is desirable for the researcher to train in several scientific branches so that he can conduct the various stages of research and analysis required by the "psycho-cultural" synthesis method.

First - The concept of personality and its nature

The human personality and the factors influencing its formation have occupied an important position in psychological studies. and social, with the aim of identifying the components of this personality, and how it adapts and interacts with the surrounding environment, and in a way that allows for the growth and development of the personality. Despite the agreement on the unity and integration of this personality as a social product on the one hand, and as a driver of the individual's actions and life positions on the other hand, its definitions have varied according to To look at it from multiple perspectives. Based on the fact that personality expresses the social/true essence of man, Ralph Linton defined it as: "The integrated set of mental and psychological characteristics of the individual. That is, the total sum of the individual's mental abilities, feelings, beliefs, habits, and conditioned emotional responses." Victor Barnois also defined it as: It is: “A more or less stable organization of the individual’s internal forces. These forces are associated with every complex of somewhat stable attitudes, values, and patterns, especially those related to sensory perception, which explain – to some extent – ​​the stability of individual behavior.” The fact that a person is distinguished by his personality and is not like anyone else means that every individual has His special physical components, and his own way and style of feeling, perception, and behavior, which imprints him with a distinctive character that is not repeated in any other person in the same way.

As for the fact that man resembles other people, there are two manifestations of that:

The first: He resembles all people in terms of the common traits in the biological heritage and the environment in which he They live in it, and the societies and cultures to which they belong. Each individual here has the same organic/biological makeup, as a living social being. Second: He resembles some people. This is what is observed in the similarity of the individual's personality traits with the traits of the members of the group to which he belongs, or some of the individuals with whom he grows up - or interacts - With them.

Based on the above, it can be said that the human personality is characterized by the following characteristics:

1- Growth and integration: Personality grows and develops in an integrated unit, through the synergy of its traits and capabilities, and its continuous and interactive work with different life situations, especially  The interaction of a person with his environment and the various patterns of social upbringing to which he is exposed, and consequently the response of this personality with all its elements, while dealing with these diverse situations. 3- Personal identity (self): It means the individual’s feeling that he is himself, even if he undergoes physical and psychological changes, through his developmental stages. It is human nature to change and transform from one day to the next, according to the law of development, which includes all aspects of the personality, from the beginning of life until its end. However, his basic identity remains the same, on Despite the physical or emotional changes that occur due to two factors: (age and culture). 4- Stability and change: That is, the characteristic of stability in the human personality continues as long as the person is alive. In contrast, this personality is subject to the characteristic of change and development, which occurs due to the influences surrounding the person, which vary in the intensity of their effectiveness in causing changes. Evolutionary.

This stability is evident in: (actions and the way of dealing with others, and in the internal and external structure of the person, including motives and interests in predicting the future of these sometimes, trends, and experiences)

Second - The concept of culture and its characteristics

Perhaps the oldest and most common definition of culture is that definition Which was established by Edward Taylor, who states that culture is: that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society. This is largely in line with the definition that the term culture in English, in the sense of civilization as in German, has two aspects: a subjective aspect: which is the culture of the mind... and an objective aspect: which is the set of customs and social conditions, intellectual influences, artistic and literary styles, scientific and technical methods, and patterns of thinking... And the feeling, and the values ​​prevalent in a particular society. Culture is the way people live, and everything they own and circulate, socially and biologically. Based on this data, there are characteristics that characterize culture, according to its concept and nature, and among the most prominent characteristics of this culture are that it is:

1- Human: Man is the only animal equipped with a special nervous system, and unique mental abilities that allow him to invent new ideas, and new works. For example, man moved from warm regions to tropical regions, and adapted to them by inventing new jobs, clothing, and housing that mitigated the heat and humidity. He moved from the stage of gathering food to the stage of hunting, and then to the stage of herding and agriculture, without any notable organic changes appearing in him, but rather What has changed is his culture, that is, the sum of his thoughts, actions, and behaviors.
- Acquired: A person acquires culture from his society, from birth and throughout his life, through personal experiences. Since every human society is characterized by a specific culture, specific to time and place, a person acquires the culture of the society in which he lives from an early age, and physiological factors do not affect the acquisition process. That is, the process of social and cultural upbringing is the process that transfers the culture of a society to the child. Regardless of the lineage to which an individual belongs, he can absorb the culture of any human society if he lives in it for a sufficient period of time. 3- Social: Since culture is a social product created by a specific group, the study of culture can only be done through groups (societies), because this culture represents the customs and values ​​of societies, and not the customs of individuals as individuals. Although cultural systems differ in the extent of their social comprehensiveness, there are systems that apply to individuals All of society. On the other hand, there are many systems, especially in civilized cultures, that only apply to a specific group within a single society and are not applied to other groups. This is what falls under subcultures.

4- Evolutionary/Integrative: Although each specific human group has its own culture, this culture is not static, but rather is Developing with the development of society from one state to a better and more advanced state. Development does not only occur in the essence and content of culture, but also in the practice and practical method of human behavior living in a developed society. This development does not mean that each cultural stage is isolated from the others, but rather that there is cultural integration within the culture of a single society. This is because culture In its entirety, it satisfies human material and spiritual needs. It combines issues related to the spirit and intellect with those related to the needs of the body. That is, it achieves integration between biological, psychological, social, intellectual, and environmental needs.

5- Continuity/Transition: Since culture stems from the existence of the group, its satisfaction with it, and its adherence to it, it is therefore not a property. For a specific individual, and is not confined to a specific stage.. Therefore, culture does not die with the death of the individual, because it is a collective property and a legacy inherited by all members of society. Also, a culture cannot be eliminated, except by eliminating the individuals of the society that follows it, or by dissolving that group that practices this culture, with a larger or stronger group, that imposes a culture New by force.

Third - Culture and Personality

The effects of culture on an individual's personality are evident in the following aspects:

1- The physical aspect: The dominant culture of a nation often forces the individual—with its coercive and binding power, and its control derived from customs, values, and traditions—to engage in actions and practices that may significantly harm the body. For example, Example: It was customary among some of the affluent classes in China to have a girl's toes be bent and folded under her foot, and to wear shoes that helped stop her foot from growing and allowed her to walk with a special gait. Despite the deformity of the foot, this gait, along with the smallness of the foot, was considered a sign of beauty. 2- The Mental Aspect: There is no doubt that Culture, with its material and moral dimensions, has a significant impact on the mental aspect of personality, especially on the cognitive/intellectual side. An individual who lives in a group (society) whose culture is dominated by religious beliefs or magical ideas, develops a mentality and thoughts influenced by that. The beliefs that prevail in Indian or Chinese society are different from those Beliefs prevalent in American or Arab society, therefore it is natural for an individual, whether in a primitive or civilized society, to be influenced by the culture of his society, especially through the family, given that one of the most important functions of the family is to support and uphold the social structure.

3- The emotional aspect: The emotional aspect includes the individual's readiness and motivations. The relatively fixed instinct, which the person is provided with since his formation and childhood. It depends on the chemical, glandular, and blood composition, and is closely connected to the physiological and nervous aspects. Anthropological studies confirm that culture plays a major role in nurturing a person’s temperament and refining his emotions, even if it does not have The decisive role in this. We often find a person who has inherited factors (predispositions) in his biological makeup that provoke anger, but social/cultural upbringing, and society's rejection of this trait, makes him modify his behavior.

4- The moral aspect: It is based on the mental and emotional aspects, as they are the raw materials upon which traits are built. Morality. Therefore, the prevailing morals in society are the result of the interaction of mental and emotional forces with environmental factors. That is, the moral aspects are closer to environmental factors, the social environment, and the culture that dominates the person. Every culture has its own moral system that the individual follows, influenced by the prevailing moral standards in terms of good and evil. Right and wrong, what is permissible and what is not, even if these standards are relative and differ in their meanings and connotations from one society to another.
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