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Beyond Trivial Humor

Textual | T

Multimodal .
Sociolinguistic
Artifact

In contemporary digital communication, memes function as complex, multimodal discursive practices. They
are structured artifacts through which users construct meaning, express attitudes, and negotiate identity
within participatory digital ecologies.
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The Architecture of Digital Interaction

1. Stance-taking 2. Evaluation

Expressing attitudes and positioning Implicit assessment of people,

via irony/sarcasm. Operates as shared events, and ideas encoded through
stance across iterations. humor, exaggeration, and visual
contrast.

3. Alignment 4. Facework
Co-constructing meaning in a Managing social image and
participatory media system. Sharing negotiating interpersonal relations
and remixing forge communities of in digital spaces.

alignment.
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Encoding Evaluation Through Appraisal Theory

Raw
Event /
Image

Appraisal Theory
(Martin & White)

>

>

Affect: Emotional responses and
personal feelings embedded in
the visual-textual interplay.

Judgment: Moral or social
evaluation of actors and
behaviors.

Appreciation: Aesthetic or
qualitative assessment of
ideas and objects.

LIELGEVEVYH Memes shape how audiences interpret reality, functioning as embedded evaluative discourse.
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The Facework Dichotomy

Positive Face (Solidarity) N I N Face-Threatening Acts (Impoliteness)

Reinforcing group solidarity and

collective identity. Mocking out-groups or individuals.

Criticizing public figures and

Sharing relatable experiences. institutions.

Creating in-group humor and Deploying sarcasm, ridicule, and
politeness strategies. face-threatening discourse.
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