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1. Introduction & Sociolinguistic Context

Generation Z Cohort & Digital Context
- Demographic Definition: Gen Z refers to individuals born between 1997
and 2012 (Dimock / Pew Research Center, 2019).

* Digital Natives: Immersed from birth in internet technologies, smartphones,
and social media platforms (TikTok, Twitter, Instagram).

« Catalysts for Language Shift: Younger generations historically serve as
primary vectors for linguistic mutation; Gen Z accelerates this via global
digital networks.

Digital Platforms as Accelerators

Digital media provides a hyper-conductive ecosystem where linguistic variants
disseminate globally in real-time, bypassing traditional gatekeeping institutions
(Crystal, 2011; Danesi, 2016).
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Sociolinguistic Functions of Gen Z Morpho-Syntax

» Communicative Efficiency: Expressing complex affective states in concise
lexical packages.

 Group ldentity & In-Group Solidarity: Markers of digital subcultural literacy
and peer belonging.

* Subversion of Formal Standards: Prioritizing informality, immediacy, and
playful semantic subversion over prescriptive grammatical norms.
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2. Theoretical Framework: IA vs. IP Morphology

ltem-and-Arrangement (I1A) Model Item-and-Process (IP) Model
Chomsky & Halle (1956/1965): Views morphology as the structural arrangement Newman (1946); Hockett (1954): Views morphology as dynamic operational
of discrete, additive morphemic blocks. processes performed on base roots/stems.
* Morpheme Inventory Expansion: Novel morphemes added to the mental * Morphological Process Inventory: Operations like blending ( hung(xy) +
lexicon (e.g., suffix -core in cottagecore). (ang)xy — hangry), clipping, and reduplication.
* Morpheme Combination Rules: Systemic rules governing concatenation * Process Application Rules: Dynamic derivational transformations
(e.g., prefix de- + influencer). generating neologisms (e.g., vibe-ify, studycore).
* Lexical Insertion & Phonology: Integration into syntactic structures and » Root/Stem Hybrids: Integration of English roots with regional language
adaptation to local phonological constraints. elements in multilingual settings.

Relevance to Multilingual Contexts (e.g., Pakistani & Arab Gen Z)

Both IA and IP models demonstrate how global digital lexical items interact with indigenous linguistic inventories, enabling code-mixing, morphological hybridity (e.g., Paklish
neologisms or dialectal eco-hybrids), and dynamic semantic reanalysis.
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3. Research Methodology & Empirical Dataset

Qualitative Corpus & Ethnographic Design Multi-Step Analytical Procedure
* Primary Data Source: Corpus analysis of Gen Z digital communications « Step 1: Data Preparation & Review: Aggregating text data across digital
extracted from Twitter, TikTok, and Instagram via homogeneous sampling. captions, comments, and interview transcripts.
» Ethnographic Fieldwork: Semi-structured ethnographic interviews with 10 » Step 2: Morphological Encoding: Classifying lexical innovations by specific
Gen Z participants (aged 16—25) in Pakistan (Jabeen & Nawaz, 2025). word-formation mechanisms (IA/IP framework).
» Methodological Influences: Methodological frameworks adapted from S. « Step 3: Categorization & Validation: Cross-referencing slang terms against
Tagliamonte (Teen Talk, 2016) and G. McCulloch (Because Internet, 2019). standard lexicographical databases (OED, Merriam-Webster).

« Step 4: Sociolinguistic Narrative Analysis: Mapping participant self-
reports on communicative intent to morphological patterns.
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4. Morphological Process 1: Blending (Portmanteaux)

Blending (Portmanteau): A word-formation process combining non-morphemic segments of two or more independent bases (Lehrer, 2003; Plag, 2003). Highly favored in digital
communication due to space constraints and high affective density.

Gen Z Term Morphological Segmentation Semantic Value / Pragmatic Meaning

Stan Stalker + Fan Obsessive, highly dedicated fandom/adulation; integrated into OED.
Hangry Hungry + Angry Irritability caused specifically by hunger; added to Merriam-Webster (2018).
FOMO Fear Of + Missing Out Acronymic blend signifying anxiety regarding omitted social experiences.
Finsta Fake + Instagram A secondary, private Instagram account reserved for intimate peers.
Chillax Chill + Relax Imperative pragmatic directive to calm down or reduce tension.

Mansplain Man + Explain Condescending or patronizing explanation delivered along gendered lines.

Theoretical Insight (Plag, 2003; Lehrer, 2003)

Unlike formal compounding, blending fuses phonological boundaries to create single, compact units. Gen Z blending prioritizes emotional resonance, humor, and digital brevity.
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5. Morphological Process 2: Innovative Affixation

The Suffix -core (Aesthetic Categorization) Critical Prefixes: de- & anti-

* Origin: Derived from musical subgenres (hardcore punk).  Socio-Cultural Critique: Prefixes applied to express resistance to digital

» Gen Z Reanalysis: Productive bound morpheme designating subcultural SOTELITEE ST [T eon el e medlk.

lifestyle, visual aesthetic, or ideological orientation. * De-influencer: A creator who actively dissuades followers from purchasing

 Key Examples: hyped commercial goods.

« Cottagecore: |dealized rural/simple lifestyle. « Anti-vibe: An atmosphere or behavior that actively disrupts or ruins social
» Normcore: Deliberately unremarkable fashion. cohesion.
« Studycore: Aestheticized academic productivity.

Verbalizing Suffix: '-ify

Productive derivation converting nouns/adjectives into dynamic verbs: vibe-ify
(adjusting ambient mood), aestheticify, codeify.
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6. Morphological Process 3: Semantic Shifts & Recontextualization

Semantic Shift (Broadening / Metaphorical Extension): Reassigning existing lexical items to novel conceptual domains driven by digital communication contexts (Tagliamonte,
2016; McCulloch, 2019).

Lexical ltem Traditional / Primary Meaning Gen Z Recontextualized Meaning

Ghost (v.) Supernatural entity / apparition Abruptly terminating all digital contact without explanation.

Tea (n.) A hot brewed beverage Social gossip, secret drama, or confidential information ("Spill the tea").
Cap / No Cap Headwear / head covering Cap = A lie / falsehood; No cap = Authenticity / Truth.

GOAT Four-legged ruminant animal Acronym for "Greatest Of All Time".

Salty (adj.) Containing sodium chloride / taste Bitter, irrationally upset, or resentful behavior.

Mid (adj.) Middle position / average value Mediocre, unimpressive, or poor quality.
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7. Additional Word-Formation Mechanisms

Clipping & Conversion

« Clipping (Truncation): Truncating syllables for rapid texting efficiency.
* Fam (« Family / close friends)
» Sus (+ Suspicious / Suspect)

* Functional Shift (Conversion): Altering syntactic word class without
modifying morphological shape.
* Noun — Verb: to DM, to ghost, to shadowban.

Orthographic Alterations & Eye Dialect

* Periodt: Phonological modification of "period" emphasizing absolute finality
in discourse.

» Deadass: Intensive adverbial rendering ("seriously/genuinely").
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Reduplication & Hybrid Slang

* Reduplication for Emphasis: Repeating bases or phonological stems for
rhetorical effect (e.g., same same, really really).

» Multilingual Hybridization (Paklish / Arabizi): Mixing English roots with
indigenous dialectal markers.
« Participant qualitative reports show frequent blending of local vernacular
with globalized internet slang (e.g., sorna = Sorry + na).
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8. Ethnographic Insights & Empirical Findings

Qualitative Interview Excerpts (N = 10) Key Findings on Sociolinguistic Motivations

"Using words like 'stan' or ‘ghost' isn't just talking. It shows you understand and * Identity & Subcultural In-Group Marking: Lexical innovation serves as a
are part of a society that values quickness, humor, and online-ness." (Amna, 20) social boundary marker distinguishing youth subcultures from older
"Creating new words feels like creating a secret language with my friends." generations.

(Usman, 21) - Style-Shifting Competence: Participants demonstrate high sociolinguistic
"Language moves fast online! To understand Gen Z, you need to understand awareness, seamlessly code-switching between formal academic/

memes and social media trends." (Bilal, 19) professional registers and informal digital slang.

« Digital Velocity: Viral TikTok/Instagram algorithms accelerate lexical
adoption cycles from niche internet subcultures to global usage within days.
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9. Pedagogical Implications & Conclusion

Impact on Prescriptive Norms & Lexicography Lecture Summary for MA Candidates
* Challenge to Classical Roots: Gen Z circumvents traditional Latin/Greek 1. Dynamic Evolution: Gen Z morphology is not linguistic decay, but
compounding in favor of colloquial immediacy and playfulness. systematic, highly productive language evolution in response to technological

* Lexicographical Institutionalization: Rapid entry of terms like stan, hangry, AT

and ghosting into major dictionaries (OED, Merriam-Webster) demonstrates * 2. Structural Regularity: Innovations follow rule-governed morphological

descriptive linguistic adaptation. processes (lA concatenation & IP operational rules).
« 3. Future Research Horizon: Investigating regional dialectal eco-

neologisms, Arabic-English code-mixing in digital discourse, and Al-driven

Applied Linguistics & TESOL Directives lexical auditing.

Educators must recognize digital registers as valid communicative systems while
training postgraduate students in situational register appropriateness and
communicative competence.
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