
Course Description Form 

1. Course Name: 

         Modern Western political thought 

2. Course Code:  

         320MPT 

3. Semester / Year: 

         2024-2025 

4. Description Preparation Date: 

         11/9/2024 

5. Available Attendance Forms:  

In-person  

6. Number of Credit Hours (Total) / Number of Units (Total) 

 

(3) Three hours per week / The number of hours required to implement the study 

material is (90) hours 

7. Course administrator's name (mention all, if more than one name)  

Lecture: Abed Shater Abdulrahman 

dr-abdshater@uomosul.edu.iq 

8. Course Objectives  

Course Objectives 1- This course aims to introduce the student to modern 

Western political thought and its relationship to political 

science and political philosophy. Enabling the student to 

understand the course of contemporary intellectual 

transformations and the impact of political thinkers and their 

contributions. 

2- Developing the student’s skills in political analysis. 

3- Bringing the theoretical study closer to the current reality. 

9. Teaching and Learning Strategies  

Strategy 1. Lectures accompanied by explanation and clarification. 

2. Discussion and brainstorming. 

3. Video lectures. 

4. Using illustrative and applied examples to enrich the scientific 

material. 

5. Discussions and research groups. 

6. Scientific competitions. 

7. Theoretical and analytical research and reports, discussed and 

evaluated. 

8. Presentation of the PowerPoint article. 

9. Using e-learning via Google Classroom 

10. Course Structure 

Week   Hours  Required 

Learning 

Outcomes  

Unit or subject 

name  

Learning method  Evaluation 

method  

1 

1 

3 hours) Weekly student 

evaluation/theor

etical 

Introduction to 

political thought 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 



discussions lectures, and the 

use of maps 

preparing research 

reports 

2 

 

2 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Characteristics of 

the European 

Renaissance 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

3 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Machiavelli's 

political thought 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

4 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of Thomas More 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

5 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

The political 

thought of Thomas 

More 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

 

6 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Western political 

thought, Christian 

humanism 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

7 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of Martin Luther 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

8 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of John Calvin 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

 

9 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

The political 

thought of the 

Monarchomaks 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/ora

l exams, 

homework 

assignment

s, and 

preparing 

research 

reports 

 

 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

Political thought 

among the Jesuits 

Live and 

electronic 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 



10 evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

 

11 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Characteristics of 

Western liberal 

political thought 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

 

12 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of John Locke 1 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

13 

1

2 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of John Locke 2 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

14 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of Montesquieu 1 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

15 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of Montesquieu 2 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

16 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Voltaire's 

political thought 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

17 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

according to 

David Hume 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

 

18 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau 1 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

 

19 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

The political 

thought of 

Edmund Breck 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 



discussions use of maps research reports 

 

20 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

The political 

thought of Alexis 

Tocqueville 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 

21 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Political thought 

of John Stuart 

Mill 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 

22 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Hegel's political 

thought 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 

23 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Utopian socialist 

ideas in France 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 

24 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Utopian socialist 

ideas in Germany 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 

25 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Utopian socialist 

ideas in England 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 

26 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/theo

retical 

discussions 

Marxist socialist 

political thought 

1 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 

27 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/the

oretical 

discussions 

Marxist socialist 

political thought 

2 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 

 

28 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/the

oretical 

discussions 

Reformist 

socialist political 

thought 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

 3 hours) Weekly Socialist thought Live and Written/oral 



29 student 

evaluation/the

oretical 

discussions 

according to 

Edward 

Bernstein 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing research 

reports 

 

 

 

30 

3 hours) Weekly 

student 

evaluation/the

oretical 

discussions 

Socialist thought 

according to Jean 

Jaurès 

Live and 

electronic 

education, video 

lectures, and the 

use of maps 

Written/oral 

exams, homework 

assignments, and 

preparing 

research reports 

11. Course Evaluation 

1-Written tests (semi-annual - annual) 

2-Oral tests (daily - weekly) 

3- Homework from the college website (home work) 

4- Preparing research reports 

12. Learning and Teaching Resources  

Required textbooks (curricular 

books, if any) 

Modern Western Political Thought, Part One (Abdul 

Redha Al-Taan and Others 

Main References (sources) 1. Ahmed Mohammed Al-Asbahi, "A Reading in 

the Development of Political Thought: Its 

Pioneers, Trends, and Issues," Part Three, 

Modern and Contemporary Western Political 

Thought, Amman, Al-Bashir House and Al-

Risalah Foundation, 2000. 

2. Jean-Jacques Chevallier, "History of Political 

Thought," translated by Mohammed Arab 

Mamila, Beirut, University Foundation for 

Studies, Publishing, and Distribution, 1985. 

3. Donald Stromberg, "History of Modern 

European Thought (1601–1977)," translated by 

Ahmed Al-Shaibani, 3rd Edition, Cairo, Al-Qari 

Al-Arabi House, 1994. 

4. Allen, J.W., A History of Political Thought in the 

16th Century, London, Methun, 1967. 

5. Breuilly, Nationalism and the State, Manchester, 

Manchester University Press, 1985. 

1. Journal of Political 

Science, University of 

Baghdad 

2. Journal of Legal and 

Political Thought – Algeria 

3. The Political Encyclopedia 

4. Journal of Political 

Thought – Arab Writers 

Union, Damascus 

Research groups - workshops - video lectures 

1. Digital Library – Al-

Madinah International 

Electronic teaching aids, electronic maps, and 

websites 



University 

http://dlibrary.mediu.edu.

my/bib/202802 

2. Noor Library 

https://www.noor-

book.com/ 

3. Harmoon Center for 

Contemporary Studies 

https://www.harmoon.org 

Relying on various research and reports from the 

International Information Network (the Internet). In 

addition to relying on research and books published 

on international websites such as Research Gate 

 

 

 أ.م.د. طارق محمد طيب ظاهر

 عـ. عميد الكلية
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