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Rabbits pet animals

A rabbit is a small, furry mammal belonging to the family Leporidae, characterized
by long ears, a short fluffy tail, and powerful hind legs adapted for hopping. Rabbits
have continuously growing incisors, with two pairs on the top and one pair on the
bottom, suited for gnawing vegetation. Most species are nocturnal, feed primarily on
grasses, and are known for their high reproductive rate-unlike hares, rabbits are born
blind, hairless, and helpless. While many species live alone in burrows. Rabbits are
found worldwide in a variety of habitats and have been domesticated for their meat,
fur, and as pets.

Five Most Famous Types of Rabbits in the World
1. Holland Lop: is one of the smallest and most popular lop-eared rabbit breeds
worldwide, especially cherished in the United States and United Kingdom.

2. Netherland Dwarf: is one of the smallest and most popular rabbit breeds
worldwide, renowned for its compact size, distinctive appearance, and lively
personality.
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3. Dutch: Easily recognized by its unique white-and-colored markings, the Dutch is
a classic and widely kept breed.

4. Lionhead: Lionhead rabbits are the product of breeding a Swiss Fox rabbit with
a Netherland Dwarf rabbit. The result was a genetic mutation known as “the mane
gene,” which causes long, wooly fur to grow specifically around the rabbit’s head.

5. Flemish Giant: is one of the largest breeds of domestic pet rabbits. Adults
typically weigh between 6-9 kg and can reach around 2.5-4 feet in length when they
fully stretch out.
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How can | differentiate between a male and a female rabbit?

1. Genital Examination
Gently part the fur above the genital area and apply light pressure.

Male (Buck): The penis will protrude as a rounded tube, and in mature males (over
10-12 weeks), the testicles are visible on either side of the penis.

Female (Doe): The vulva appears as a slit or V-shaped opening and does not
protrude like the penis. No testicles are present.

2. Physical Characteristics
Dewlap: A fold of skin under the chin, usually more prominent in females,
especially unspayed does, as it is used for nesting.

Head Shape: Males often have a broader, rounder head, while females have a
more petite, narrower head.

Size and Weight: In many breeds, females are slightly larger and heavier than males,
though this can vary.
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3. Behavioral Differences
Males: Tend to be more energetic, territorial, and may spray urine to mark
territory, especially if unneutered.

Females: Often calmer and more social, but can be more territorial, especially
around other females or when nesting.

what age does a rabbit reach maturity?

Sexual Maturity:

1. Small breeds reach sexual maturity at around 3 to 4 months for males and 5 to 6
months for females.

2. Medium to large breeds mature sexually at 4 to 4.5 months, while giant breeds
may take 6 to 9 months.
Full Physical Maturity (Adulthood):

Most rabbits are considered fully mature adults by 6 months to 1 year old, with some
large breeds maturing closer to 12 months.

A rabbit's gestation (pregnancy) typically results in a litter of 4 to 12 babies (Kits),
with the average being 6 to 8 kits per litter.
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