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Operating system 

It is a system program that controls, coordinates and manipulates overall desktop publishing 

 operations.  

It serves as an interface between the hardware and other software on the computer system. 

 Examples are: 

1. Microsoft Windows 98/2000/Me/2003/Vista/xp/10 

2. UNIX 

3. Linux 

4. MacOS, Apple iOS 

5. Android OS 

 Operating system functions 

1. Memory Management 

    It is also an important function of operating system. The memory cannot   

     be managed without operating system. Different programs and data  

     execute in memory at one time. if there is no operating system,  

    the programs may mix with each other. The system will not work properly. 

2. Disk Management 

      Operating system manages the disk space. It manages the stored files  

      and folders in a proper way. 
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3. Resources Management 

     It controls other computer resources like files and programs, input/output  

     devices, computer memories etc. during data processing operations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. It also performs the hardware and software diagnosis to detect faults and errors. 

5. Data security  : Data is an important part of computer     system. The operating system protects  

     the data stored on    computer from illegal use, modification or deletion. 

MS-DOS and Windows 

 - One of the early operating system is MS-DOS Microsoft Disc Operating System.  

- It used command line interface (CLI) in other words the keyboard for input. 
-  Modern OS's use a mouse for input with a graphical user interface (GUI)    such as Windows operating  

system.   
-  Microsoft Windows family of operating systems originated as a graphical layer on top of the older MS- DOS 

 environment for the IBM PC. 

A directory vs A file 

• A directory (folder) is used to store documents. It can be empty or contains files and sometimes subdirectories 
       (subfolders).  
• A file is a common storage unit. 

Some Ms-DOS Commands 

Commands for Directories: 

• dir : list  the contents of the current directory  (the files and subdirectories). 
• cd  : change a directory 
• md : make a directory 
• rd  : remove  a directory 
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Commands for files: 

• delete – delete a file 
• copy – copy a file 
• ren – rename a file 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparison of  Ms-DOS and Windows 
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