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1. Introduction  

2. Body  

3. Summary  

Writing review of literature 
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Writing review of 
literature 

The introduction  
Describes the organization 
and purpose of the review. 

The body 

Contains a detailed analysis 
of relevant studies 

Focuses on research and 
theoretical information. 

The summary  

Discusses the quality of the 
literature reviewed, 

identified gaps in knowledge 

Demonstrations the need for 
the study. 
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Published 
within 5 years 
before 
publication. 

Comprehensive 
and current.  

Includes 
seminal and 
landmark 
studies.  

Quality of Sources 
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Types Quality of Sources 

Most references cited in quality literature reviews 

are primary sources that are peer-reviewed. It is 

includes  

Primary sources  

Secondary sources 
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Primary sources 

 Events or evidence as they are first 

described, or happened without any 

interpretation or commentary 
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Secondary sources 

Secondary sources have information 

that is misinterpretations of the 

primary authors’ thoughts. 
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Primary 
sources cannot 

be located 

Provides 
creative ideas  

 Organization 
of information 
not found in a 

P.S 

Uses of Secondary sources 
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Primary sources  

Written by who originated or is 
responsible for generating the ideas 

published.  

A research report was written by who 
conducted the study. 

Development of a theory or other 
conceptual content.  

Secondary sources 

Summarizes or quotes content from 
primary sources.  

Paraphrase the works of researchers 
and theorists  

Present their interpretation about 
written by the primary author 
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Primary sources  

Secondary sources 

Lecture (5) / Research Methods in Nursing                                                                                       University of Mosul - College of Nursing  



Lecture (5) / Research Methods in Nursing                                                                                       University of Mosul - College of Nursing  



The discussion of sources 

The discussion of sources should be organized by: 

 The main ideas that have identified 

 The concepts of the theoretical framework that want to 

include in the review.  

Make notes about which sources want to mention in the 

different sections of the paper 
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Critically appraising literature reviews 

 

Review the reference list and 

determine the focus of the 

sources 

 

 

 

Examining the quality of the 

content and sources presented.  
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A. Review the reference list 

 The number of data-
based and theoretical 
sources cited 

 

 

  

 

 

Where and when the 
sources were published. 
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Review the reference list 

 Sources should be current, up 

to the date when the paper 

was accepted for publication.  

Most articles indicate when 

they were accepted for 

publication. 

 academic-journal-article-

example-2014.pdf 

 book-copyright-page-

example-2014.pdf 
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B. Examining the quality of the content  

What is known and not known about the study problem  

 Identifies the focus of the present study.  

 Provides a basis for the study purpose  

 Organized according to the variables in the purpose 

statement.  

  Relevant and current for the problem and purpose of the 

study.  

  To judge whether all the relevant sources are cited 
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Write Each Section of the Review 

 Start each paragraph with a theme sentence that 

describes the main idea of the paragraph. 

 

 

(The knowledge of pressure ulcer among nursing 

students)  

---------Pressure ulcer as a localized injury to the skin 
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Write Each Section of the Review 

 Present the relevant studies in each paragraph that 

support the main idea stated in the theme sentence.  

pressure ulcer.pdf 

---------Pressure ulcer as a localized injury to the skin 

(Murugiah et al.,2020) 

Murugiah, S., Ramuni, K., Das, U., Hassan, H. C., & Abdullah, S. K. B. F. 

(2020). The knowledge of pressure ulcer among nursing students and related 

factors. Enfermeria clinica, 30, 41-45. 
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Write Each Section of the Review 

 End each paragraph with a concluding sentence that 

transitions to the next claim.  

 

  Avoid using direct quotes from an author. Analysis and 

synthesis of the sources will allow 
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Write Each Section of the Review 

Paraphrase the authors’ ideas.  

The defects of a study or body of knowledge 

need to be described, but maintain a respectful 

tone and avoid being highly critical of theorists’ 

or researchers’ work.  
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Write Each Section of the Review 

Write the summary as a concise presentation of 

the current knowledge base for the research 

problem.  

Conclusions about the gaps in the knowledge 

base.  
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Florence is viewed as the 
person who first elevated 
nursing to the status of a 
profession, as presented in her 
first book "Notes on Nursing" 
(1859). Nightingale is also 
credited with introducing 
research to the profession.  

The Origin of Nursing 

Research 
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Nightingale recognized the impact of combining 

strong logical thinking and empirical research in 

developing a sound scientific base upon which to 

build the practices of the profession of nursing. 
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The word 
research 
means  

To search again 

To examine 
carefully 

The collecting 
of information 

about a 
particular 

subject 
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Definitions 
of research 
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Is a systematic inquiry that uses 

disciplined methods to answer 

questions or solve problems. The 

goal of research is to develop, 

refine, and expand a body of 

knowledge. 
 

Research 
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Is a systematic and 

objective attempt to 

provide answers to 

certain questions. 
 

Scientific Research  
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Is systematic inquiry designed 

to develop knowledge about 

issues of importance to the 

nursing profession 
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Nursing 

practice 

Education 

Administration 

Informatics 
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A. Case study approach to research. 

B. Data collection and analysis. 

C. Framework and model development. 

D. Quasi-experimental study design 

 

 

 

Florence Nightingale is most noted 
for which of the following 
contributions to nursing research? 
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Evidence-based practice 

Is the collection, evaluation, and 

integration of valid research 

evidence, combined with clinical 

expertise and an understanding of 

patient and family values and 

preferences, to inform clinical 

decision making 
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Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing Examples 

1.Use of oxygen to help with hypoxia and 

organ failure in patients with COPD  

2.Recognition of a family member's influence 

on a patient's presentation of symptoms 

3.Noninvasive measurement of blood 

pressure in children  
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A. 1859 

B. 1850 

C. 1852 

D. 1855 

 

 

Q/ History of nursing research 
began with Florence Nightingale 
in: 

 

Lecture (1) / Research Methods in Nursing                                                                                       University of Mosul - College of Nursing  



Paradigms for Nursing Research 

• A paradigm is a world view, a general perspective on 

the complexities of the real world. Paradigms for 

human inquiry are often characterized in terms of the 

ways in which they respond to basic philosophical 
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Nursing 
professional  

Nursing 
Care  
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Nursing 
professional  

Developing and testing nursing 
theories. 

Providing a link between theory 
and practice. 

 Understanding of phenomena 
related to nursing. 

Advancing nursing as a 
profession.  

Generate a knowledge base 
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Make informed decisions in 
the delivery of patient care. 

Effectiveness of particular 
nursing measures.  

Document nursing's unique 
role in health care  

The quality of care and care 
delivery. 
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Directed towards and uses systematic method  
the solution of a problem.  

Based on empirical and observational evidence.  

 Involves precise observation and accurate 
description.  
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 Emphasize to the development of theories, 
principles, and generalizations.  

 Characterized by systematic, objective and 
logical procedures.  

Requires full experience and skill for the problem 
studied or writing report 
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General purpose 

Is to answer questions relevance 
to the nursing profession 

Is to solve problems relevance 
to the nursing profession 

Specific purposes  

Identification, description, and 
exploration 

Explanation, prediction, and 
control 

Purposes of Nursing Research 
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•Identification 

•Description 

•Exploration 

•Explanation 

•Prediction 

•Control 

Specific 
Purposes of 

Research 

Lecture (2) / Research Methods in Nursing                                                                                       University of Mosul - College of Nursing  



The specific purposes of scientific research 

Identification:  

Naming an unknown phenomenon in relation to 

nursing, in quantitative research, identification 

typically precedes the inquiry. 

 

Description: 

 Description of phenomena is focused on the 

prevalence, incidence, size, and measurable 

attributes of phenomena. 
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Explanation:   

Explanatory research are to understand the 

foundations of specific natural phenomena, and to 

explain systematic relationships among 

phenomena. 

 

 

 

The specific purposes of scientific research 

Lecture (2) / Research Methods in Nursing                                                                                       University of Mosul - College of Nursing  



 

Exploration: 

1. Like descriptive research  

2. Begins with a phenomenon of interest 

3. Investigates the full nature of the phenomenon 

 

The specific purposes of scientific research 
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Prediction:  

Estimating the effects of a given situation or 

prevailing condition. 

 

 

Control:  

Specifying psychological and physiological 

reactions possible to nursing intervention.  

  

 

The specific purposes of scientific research 
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Acquiring knowledge in nursing 
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Acquiring knowledge in nursing 

Traditions 

Authority 

Borrowing 

Trial and error 

Personal experience 

Role modeling 

Intuition 

Reasoning 
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Traditions include “truths” or beliefs based 

on customs and trends. Nursing traditions 

from the past have been transferred to the 

present by role modeling and 

communication, both written and oral.  

Traditions 
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An authority is a person with expertise and 

power who can influence opinion and 

behavior. A person is given authority 

because it is thought that she or he knows 

more in a given area than others.  
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• Borrowing in nursing involves 
the appropriation and use of 
knowledge from other fields or 
disciplines to guide nursing 
practice.  

Borrowing 
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Trial and error, an approach with unknown 

outcomes, is used in situations of uncertainty in 

which other sources of knowledge are 

unavailable. 
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Personal experience involves gaining 

knowledge by being personally involved in an 

event, situation, or circumstance.  
 

Personal Experience 

Lecture (2) / Research Methods in Nursing                                                                                       University of Mosul - College of Nursing  



Role Modeling 

When acquiring knowledge through role 

modeling, are learning by imitating the 

behaviors of an expert.  
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Intuition is an insight into or understanding 

of a situation or event as a whole that a 

person usually cannot explain logically.  

 

.  
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Reasoning is the processing and 

organizing of ideas to reach 

conclusions.  
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Roles of Nurses in Research 

1. Contribute an idea for a clinical inquiry 

2. Assist in collecting research information 

3. Offer advice to clients about participating in a study 

4. Search for research evidence 

5. Discuss the implications of a study, which involves 

meetings to discuss research articles 
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• The Research Process 

• Phases of Research in Nursing 

• Classification of Research 

• Steps in Nursing Research 

 

Lecture Outline  
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The Research Process 

• The research process involves  decision-making in 
order to consider various alternatives and to decide 
what methods will  

 

• Answer particular research question(s)  

• Test hypotheses.  
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Steps of Research Process 

1. Selecting and defining the problem. 

2. Selecting a research design. 

3. Collecting data. 

4. Analyzing data. 

5. Using the research findings. 
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A. The researcher's plan of action to 
be followed when carrying out 
research. 

B. A method of collecting research 
data. 

C. The stages or steps the researcher 
follows in carrying out a research 
project. 

D. The account of a study the 
researcher will write at the end of 
the study ready for publication. 

• How would you define 
'the research process'? 
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Q/ Planning stage of research process includes 
following steps except:  

A. Review of literature 

B. Writing the report 

C. Pilot study 

D. Selection of sample 
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Phases of Research in Nursing 

• A research study typically follows a sequence of 
phases.  

 

 

 

 

 

• At each phase, the researcher makes important decision 
that affect the quality of the study. 
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Basic research 

Is often referred to as pure or fundamental 
research 

Used to obtain empirical data that can be 
used to develop, refine, or test a theory 
without immediate concern for direct 

application to clinical practice.  

Closely resembles the work done in 
laboratories and is associated with 

scientists.  

Applied research 

Is conducted to gain knowledge that can 
be used in a practical setting.  

This type of research is usually performed 
in actual practice conditions, on subjects 

who represent the group to which the 
results will be applied.  

Research findings contribute to some 
modification of present practices. 

Classification of Research 
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Items  Basic Research Applied Research 

Meaning 

Basic Research refers to the 

study that is aimed at expanding 

the existing base of scientific 

knowledge. 

Applied Research is the research that is 

designed to solve specific practical 

problems or answer certain questions. 

Nature Theoretical Practical 

Helpfulness Universal Limited 

Concerned with 
Developing scientific 

knowledge and predictions 

Development of technology and 

technique 

Goal 
To add some knowledge to the 

existing one. 

To find out solution for the problem at 

hand. 
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Q/ A researcher investigates the effect of frequency of 
position change on healing of decubitus ulcers. The study 
would be described as: 

A. Applied research 

B. Basic research 

C. Descriptive research  

D. Phenomenological research 
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Phases of Research in Nursing 

Before conducting a major research study, the researcher 
may carry a pilot study to : 

 

1. Minimize the possibility of having significant 

difficulties occur in the major study  

2. Obtain to information for improving the major study. 
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Simple Steps  

in 

 Research Process 
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Identifying the problem 

It is a clear finding of the problem that should be studied. In general, 

broad topic area is selected and then the topic is narrowed down to a 

specific one. It may be from personal experiences or literature 

sources. 
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 It is one of the most important steps in the 

research process. A literature review is an account 

of what has been already established or published 

on a particular research topic by various 

researchers.  
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Developing the theoretical/conceptual framework 

 It is the valuable part of scientific research.  

1.Which helps in the selection of the study characters 

and in defining them.  

2.It directs to the prediction and the interpretation of the 

study findings. 
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Formulating the Hypothesis or Research Question 

Hypothesis predicts the relationship between two or more 

characters. According to the asked questions in the problem 

statement.  

 

The hypothesis furnishes the answer to it. It is testable or 

verifiable by the information gathered. The research is guided by 

research questions that are further elaboration of the problem 

statement. 
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Identifying the population/sample 
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Identifying the population/sample 

The population means the complete set of individuals or 
objects that possess some common characteristics of 
interest to the researcher.  

The subgroup of populations is called study sample. 
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Conducting a pilot study 

A pilot study is a miniature trial version of the 

planned study.  
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Purpos
e of 
pilot 
study  

Reveals the 
feasibility of 

the study  

Helps to test 
the instruments. 

Plays a role in 
gaining 

experience with 
the study 
process  

Indicates that 
where the 

revision should 
be made. 
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Collecting 

Data 
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Collecting Data 
 

It is the process of collection or gathering of pieces of 

information’s facts that are related to the study. 
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Review of Literature 



Lecture Outline  

1. Purpose of the review  

2. Type of information to 

review 

3. Writing review of 

literature 
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Review of literature 

The “Literature”  

Is all the written sources relevant to the study topic. 

The researcher conducts the review by examining 

all available scientific and theoretical information 

related to the research problem. 
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Describing the current 
knowledge of a practice 

problem 

Identifying the gaps in this 
knowledge base 

Explain how the study 
contributed to building 
knowledge in this area. 
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The main purpose of the review  

The main purpose that helps the researcher 

to gauge what is known and unknown about 

the research problem 
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The purpose of the 
review  

Identifying or refining 
the research problem 

Strengthening the 
rational for the research 

Developing a conceptual 
framework for the study 

Providing a useful 
approach to conducting 

the research 
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1. Identifying or refining the research 

problem 

The researcher may not have a clearly defined 

research problem in mind before conducting 

the literature review.  
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2. Strengthening the rational for the 

research 

A lack of literature related to the problem may 

indicate that the problem need more study. The 

researcher may learn that the available literature 

contains information gaps, suggesting the need for a 

new study. 
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3. Developing a conceptual framework for 

the study 

The review may lead the researcher to: 

1. Formulate idea about how the research problem and 

concepts are linked.  

2. Discover a nursing theory or a theory from related 

discipline that can serve as an approach to the study. 
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4. Providing a useful approach to 

conducting the research 

The literature review may reveal specific research 

strategies and procedure used in previous studies.  

The researcher may be able to: 

1. Adapt an approach used in previous study  

2. Develop a new approach to conducting the research. 
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Type of information to 

review 
 

Theoretical information.  

Methodological 
information  

Opinion articles 

Anecdotal descriptions 
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Theoretical information  

Theoretical information concerning the broader 

issue related to the problem: such as information 

includes theories from nursing and others 

disciplines.  
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Methodological information  

Methodological information on research methods 

used in previous studies including  

Measurement techniques 

 Data analysis procedure 

 Control methods. 
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Opinion articles  

Opinion articles discussing specific viewpoint or 

attitudes about the problem, the researcher should 

keep in mind such articles are subjective and 

therefore of limited use in a scientific review. 
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Anecdotal descriptions 

Anecdotal descriptions of others 

experience with related studies 
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Preparing to review the literature 

Conducting the search 

Processing the literature 

Writing the review of the literature 
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Selects appropriate sources from the listing of 
related literature compiled at the start of the study. 

Selects sources based on their relevance to the 
problem statement and the study's purpose and 

organizes  

 Develops an outline as a guide for writing the 
introduction, body, and summary of the literature 

review. 

Work from the general to the specific - textbooks, 
reviews of research, journal articles 

Do all of the following:  

 

Describe  

Summarize  

Clarify  

Evaluate and 
critique  

Synthesize and 
integrate  
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1. Preparing to review the literature  

1. Clarify the purpose of 
the literature review. 
 

2.Select electronic 
databases and search 
terms. 

 



2. Conducting the search 

Search the selected databases. 

Use a table to document the 
results of search. 

Refine search. 

Review the abstracts to identify 
relevant studies. 

Obtain full-text copies of 
relevant articles. 

Ensure that information to cite 
the source is recorded. 
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Read the articles. 

Appraise, analyze, and synthesize 
the literature. 

3. Processing the literature 
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A research 
article, focus on:  

The research problem, and 
purpose 

Framework, and major 
variables 

Study design and sample size 

Measurement methods 

Data collection and analysis 
techniques 

Results, and findings are 
usually highlighted.  
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Reading 
the 
articles  

Reading and focusing on understanding the main 
points of the article or other sources.  

Highlight the content that consider important or 
make notes in the margins.  

Record notes on photocopies or electronic files of 
articles.  

The type of information highlight or note in the 
margins of a source 

 With theory articles, might make note of concepts, 
definitions, and relationships among the concepts 
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Appraise, and Analyze, 
the Literature 

Appraise the individual studies 
critically.  

Identify relevant content in the 
articles  

Make value judgments about the 
validity or credibility of the 

findings.   

Make comparisons among the 
studies.  

Record the theories and methods 
that have been used to study the 

problem   
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4. Writing the review of the literature 

Develop an outline to organize information 

from the review. 

Write each section of the review. 

Create the reference list. 

Check the review and the reference list. 

 

Lecture (4) / Research Methods in Nursing                                                                                       University of Mosul - College of Nursing  



Lecture (4) / Research Methods in Nursing                                                                                       University of Mosul - College of Nursing  



Writing the review of the literature 

 IJPC-18-122.pdf 

 Microsoft Word 2010.lnk 
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