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Permineralized- original pore space 1s filled in with minerals
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Trace Fossils 4 &Y &) jaadad
Trace Fossils: A fossil that shows the activity of an animal but is not formed from
the organism itself.
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Mold: A mold is the imprint that an organism makes in the sediment as it 1s
fossilized. When you push your finger into clay. the hole you made is the mold.
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Cast: A cast 1s the same shape as the original organism.. Casts are formed when the

original parts are all dissolved away and the empty space is filled with sediment or
minerals. None of the original material is in the cast.
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Tracks: can show how an animal moved and what its footprint looked like. These
tracks can tell us a lot about the animal that made them in the geologic past.
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Burrows: These trace fossils show how an animal such as a worm (an annelid)
moved through the soft sediment.
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Pseudofossils (meaning “fake fossils™) are not fossils at all even though they may look
like one. These fossils may look like many different things such as small branches.

(Dendrite made by a mineral)

Dendrites (from the Greed word meaning ‘tree’ are acutually a mineral formation that

occurs when mineral rich water finds its way between limestone and other rock layers

then deposits those minerals along fissures inside the stone. This Dendrite speciemen

was found in Jurassic limestone.
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What is the importance of fossils?< palad) 3086 A L

1) Fossils indicate the age of sedimentary rocks.
2) Fossils indicate the environments in which rocks formed.
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3) Fossils are used to correlate (match up) rocks.
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4) Fossils can also indicate past lifes
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Index fossils Conditions:

1. Short vertical range

2. Wide geographic distribution

3. Must be distinctive or easily recognizable




