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Categories of Stratigraphic Classification
Rock strata may be classified into many different categories each of one need
its own distinctive units. The units of the following there categories are the best
known and the most widely used:
1. 1.Lithostratigraphy: that element of stratigraphy which is concerned with the
organization of strata into units based on their lithologic character.
2. 2.Biostratigraphy: that element of stratigraphy which is concerned with the
organization of strata into units based on their fossil content.
3. 3.Chronostratigraphy: that element of stratigraphy which is concerned with the
organization of strata into units based on their age relations.
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Also widely used are units based on electrical properties, on seismic
character, on heavy mineral and on magnetic polarity and are many others.
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Formation: The primary formal unit of lithostratigraphic classification.

Formations are the only formal lithostratigraphic units into which the stratigraphic column
everywhere should be divided completely on the basis of lithology.
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Member: The formal lithostratigraphic unit next in rank below a formation.

It possesses lithologic properties distinguishing it from adjacent parts of the formation.
No fixed standard is required for the extent and thickness of a member.
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Group A succession of two or more contiguous or associated formations with significant
and diagnostic lithologic properties in common.
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Bed: The smallest formal unit in the hierarchy of sedimentary lithostratigraphic units, e.g. a
single stratum lithologically distinguishable from other layers above and below.
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Distinctive beds (key beds, marker beds) particularly useful for stratigraphic purposes are
given proper names and considered formal lithostratigraphic units.
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A lens is a lens-shaped body of rock of different lithology than the unit that encloses it.
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A tongue is a projecting part of a lithostratigraphic unit extending out beyond its main body.
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Biostratigraphy: the element of stratigraphy that deal with the remains or evidences of
former life in strata and with the organization of strata into units based on their fossil
content.
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