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International Organizations
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International Organizations: is one that includes members from more than one
nation. Some international organizations are vety large, such as business
corporations. Others are small and dedicated to a specific purpose, such as

conservation of a species.
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There are two types of International Organizations.

1- International intergovernmental organization whose members are
sovereign states.
2- Non-governmental organizations (NGO), which are private organization.
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International organizations can be categorized in two main ways: by their
membership and by their function. Membership of some organizations are
open to all nations of the world, such as the United Nations (UN). Other
organizations are only open to members from a particular region of the world,
such as the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). Finally, some organization based
their membership on other criteria: cultural or historical links such as (the
commonwealth or francophone) type of economy such as (OPEC), or religion

such as (Organization of Islamic Cooperation).
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Historical Background 4z L) 48140

Political entities historically have tended to create norms and rules for
sage interacting with neighbors. There are many early schemes (the Chinese
methods to Confucius (551-479B.C). and the Creek city states) that sought
limited to a specific manage or eliminate conflicts among different parties were
geographical area and lacked permanent

institutionalized relationships.
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More than a millennium later, several European philosophers began to
elaborate schemes for world unity. The Roman Catholic Church and its head,
the pope, provided the focal point for many of these.
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Q) What are the of arrangements that were among states to maintain power
and order before the international organizations?
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1- The Treaty of Westphalia (1648) which emphasized religious tolerations
and provided some safeguard for religious minorities under an
international guarantee
2- The Concert of Europe: hold multilateral meetings to settle problems and
coordinate action among European Union.
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3- The formation of public international Unions (such as International
Telegraphic Union, The Universal Postal Union) developed techniques to
deals with practical problems of expanding international relations.

4- The Hague system whereby small and non-European states were allowed
to participate in conferences to prevent wars.
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However, when we refer to modern, formal international organizations,
such as the league of nations, United Nations (1945-at present), we are
discussing relatively recent phenomena.
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Peace Treaty of Westphalia is one of the most important peace settlements in

the foundation of modern international relations.
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The achievements of Peace Treaty of Westphalia:
1- It ended the religious wars in Europe.
2- It diminished the central authority of the Roman Catholic.
3- It ended the superficial unity of the Holy Roman Empire.
4- It marked the emergence of the modern state system.
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Characteristics of International Organizations

All the International Organizations share a number of characteristics:

1- They are created by treaties between states, and therefore, have a
legal standing under international law.

2- They hold regular meetings attended by delegates from member
states.

3- They have permanent headquarter and an executive secretariat that
runs the activities of the Organizations.
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It is important to recognize the wide range of activities in which international
organization are involved. international organizations deal with international
and civil wars, technology, literacy, decolonization, disarmament, humanitarian

assistance, disaster relief, human rights and etc.
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Roles and Functions of International Organizations

1- They serve as an instrument of actions, states, though 10s can
achieve joint objectives.
2- They function as forums for communications and conflict

management, they provide facilities that enable state delegations to
meet and exchanges ideas.

3- They offer conflict management services in the form of mediators.
Observers, and peacekeeping personnel.

4- They do regulatoty functions in the international system. 1.O can set up
international standers to regular medicine, postal services, civilian
nuclear power.

5- They can perform distributive functions such as the distribution of
finances, goods, services.
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In modern times, the first example of an international organization based on
keeping the peace was the Hague system, named for the 1893 and 1907
peace conferences held at that city in the Netherlands. The 1907 conference
was more comprehensive. European, North American, and Latin American
states participating. Organizationally, it included a rudimentaty general
assembly and a judicial system the conference also adopted a series of

standards to limit the conduct of war.
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The Growth of IGOs

The 20th centuty saw rapid gro”h in the number of all types of IGOs. In terms
of quantity, the number of well-established IGOs increased sevenfold from 37
in 1909 to 251 in 2000. Even more important than the quantitative gro™h of
IGOs is the expanding roles that they play. More and more common

governmental functions are being dealt with by 1GOs.

Z\,'J gal) clalatall gad

3 alll dua e A gall e gSald) cilaliiall £ il aran 3o B U ) gad (p pall A 3
251 (31 1909 ale (& 37 (pa ddadl 313 ) 3 Cilaidal dass Adiaal ) A gal) A gSad) cilabiial) 22c
s (AN Y g g 9p Al gal) A gSal) cilaliiall dpasl) 3430 (e aa¥ 2000 e A

AxdLad) dpa gSat) Caila ol Cpa 2 Jall g 2 Jall ga Al gal) da gSad) cilaliial) Jalalii



Existing IGOs take up new roles. Just as the U.S. government and other
national governments have assumed new areas of responsibility as problems
have arisen, so too has the United Nations moved to create units to deal with
terrorism, biological warfare, environmental degradation, a range of issues that
were not part of the UN's realm when it was founded.
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Reasons for Growth

h of international organizations both in number YYThe 20t century rapid gro
and in the activity is the result of both functionalist and new functionalist forces.
Those forces were summarized by two scholars who examined why states act
through international organizations. Their conclusion was that "by taking
advantage. 10s are able to achieve goals that states cannot accomplish. In
other words, the gro”h of international organizations has occurred because

countries have found that they need them and that they work.
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We can note six specific causes for this growth and expansion:

1- Increased international contact. The revolutions in communications and
transportation technologies have brought the states of the world into much
closer contact. The international telegraphic Union founded over a century
ago has been joined in more modern times by the IMMARSAT and many
others.
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2- Increased global interdependence, particularly in the economic sphere, is
a second factor that has fostered a variety of IGOs designed to deal with
this phenomenon The International Monetaty Fund (IMF) and the world
bank are just two examples.
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3- The expansion of transnational problems that affect many states and

require solutions that are beyond the resources of any single state is a third

cause of the growth of international organizations. One such issue is
nuclear proliferation (International Atomic Energy Agency.
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4- The failure of the current state-centered to provide security is a
fourth incentive for the expansion of IGOs. The agony of two world wars for
instance convinced many that peace is not safe him the hands of nations
states. The United Nations is the latest attempt to organize for the
preservation of peace, the continuing problems in health, food, human

rights and other areas have also spurred the organization of IGOs.
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5-  The efforts of small states to gain strength join action is the fifth factor.
The concentration of military and economic power in a handful of countries

has led to less powerful actors to join coalitions in an attempted to influence
events.
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6- The successes of the international organization is the sixth reason for its
expansion. People and countries have learned that they can sometimes

work together internationally and has created even more IGOs and NGOs
to help address or mange of transitional issues.
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The League of Nations
) dpac

The League of Nations is the first worldwide intergovernmental organization
whose principal mission was to maintain world peace. It was founded on 10
Januaty 1920 by the Paris Peace Conference that ended the First World War.
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The League’s primary goals were stated in its Covenant which included:

1- Preventing wars through collective security and disarmament.
2- Settling international disputes through negotiation and arbitration.

Its other concerns included labour conditions, just treatment of native
inhabitants, human and drug trafficking, the arms trade, global health,
prisoners of war, and protection of minorities in Europe.
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Structure of the League of Nations  a<¥!

council, The main constitutional organs of the League were the Assembly, the
and the Permanent Secretariat. It also had two essential wings: The
Permanent Court of International Justice and the International Labor
Organization. In addition, there were several auxiliary agencies and
commissions. Each organ's budget was allocated by the Assembly (the
League was supported financially by its member states)
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The major organs the League of Nations were:

1- Assembly: consisted of all members and each state had one vote. It met
annually but special session could be convened when it was needed. It
was a forum where members could discuss and deliberated upon matters

of common concern.
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2- Council: the council was designed to be a body on which the great
powers (Britain, France, Italy, and Japan) should have permanent seats
whereas others were non-permanent members.
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3- Secretariat: consisted of an international civil service of almost (600)
expert officials and headed by a Secretaty General who played little no
political role. It was the administrative organ of the League.
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The failure of the league can be attributed to three main weakness.

1- Constitutionally: the covenant of the league did not outlaw war as tool of
national policy, it only restricted the ability of members to go to war.
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2-  Structurally: the presence of some great powers, and the absence of
others made the league ineffective as a peacekeeper organization.
Germany was admitted in 1926 and withdraw in 1933. And the Soviet
Union was admitted in 1934 and expelled in 1939.
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3- Politically: the ability of league to prevent war was depend upon the
cooperation and good will of its members when these states harmonized
their differences and unified their wills. The league
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machinety proved ineffective, when the conflict of national goals was

primaty.
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The United Nations
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The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945 after the
World War Il to maintaining international peace and security, developing
friendly relations among nations and promoting social progress, better living
standards and human rights.
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The Establishment of the United Nations

On April 25, 1945, the United Nations conference on global organization
started in San Francisco. In addition to governments, many nongovernmental
organizations were invited to help in the drafting of a charter. After a hard work
of two months, the fifty countries represented at the conference signed the
Charter of the United Nations on June 26.
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Poland, which was incapable of sending a representative to the conference
because of political instability, signed the charter on 15 October 1945. The
charter noted that before it would be implemented, it must be ratified by the
governments of the Republic of China, France, the USSR, the United Kingdom
and the United States. That happened on 24 October 1945 and the United
Nations was officially established.
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The Main Objectives of the United Nations

The main objectives of the United Nations are:

1. Maintain international peace through collective security.

2. Develop the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples.

3. Solve international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or
humanitarian character, and to promote human rights fundamental
freedoms without distinction as to race, language, or religion;

4. Be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations for these common
ends.
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Principal organ of United Nations
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The six principal organs of the UN are:

(1) The General Assembly A5 0¥ Galaa dalal) dnand)

(2) The Security Council @ai®Y) g o laial) (ulaal)
(3) The Economic and Social Council A gal) Jaad) daSaa dalal) YlasY)

(4) The Secretariat Basiall aadll il dlia ) (ulaa
(5) The International Court of Justice

(6) The United Nations Trusteeship Council

First: General Assembly

The General Assembly is the only major organ in which all members are
presented. It is the apex body of the United Nations. It is the main deliberative
assembly of the United Nations and also one of the most important of the six
principal organs. As it is the forum in which all member states are represented
and in which each member has an equal vote irrespective of its size or
population. The importance of the General Assembly has grown through the

expansion of UN membership.
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The General Assembly: is the only major organ in which all members are
presented. It is the apex body of the United Nations.
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Composition of General Assembly

According to the Article 4 of Chapter 2 of the United Nations Charter, the
membership of United Nations is open to all peace-loving states which accept
the obligations as well as the judgment of the Organization that is contained in
the present Charter and are able and willing to carty out these obligations.
Beginning with fifty-one nations at the end of the Second World War, the

membership of the General Assembly has grown to 192 members at present.
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The General Assembly meets in regular yearly sessions under a president,
who is elected from among the member states. Traditionally, the Secretaty-
General makes the first statement, followed by the president of the assembly.
Over a two-week period at the start of each session, all members have the
opportunity to address the assembly. Each member country has one vote. The
Assembly may make recommendations on any matters within the scope of the
UN, except matters of peace and security that are under Security Council

consideration.
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Second: Security Council

The Security Council is often described as the enforcement wing of the United
Nations. Its primary responsibility is to maintain international peace and
security among countries. In other words, the services can be requisitioned
any time; the Security Council has to work continuously so that it can take

quick action in the event of threat to international peace and security
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While the other organs of the United Nations can only make ‘recommendations’
to member governments, the Security Council has the power to make binding
decisions that the member governments have agreed to cariy out, under the
terms of Charter Article 25. The decisions of the Council are known as United
Nations Security Council resolutions.
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Security Council: is described as the enforcement wing of the United Nations
and its primaty responsibility is to maintain international peace and security
among countries.
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Composition of the Security Council

The Security Council is made up of fifteen member states, consisting of five
permanent members- namely; China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom and
the United States- and ten non-permanent members. The five permanent
members hold veto power over substantive but not procedural resolutions
allowing a permanent member to block adoption but not to block the debate of

a resolution unacceptable to it.
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Functions and powers of Security Council

The UN Charter has entrusted the responsibility of maintenance international
peace and security to the Security Council. It is for this purpose that all
members of the United Nations are committed to carty out the decisions of the

Security Council.
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1. Deliberative functions
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The Security Council has the power to discuss and investigate any dispute or
situation and make recommendations to the member states to settle their
disputes by peaceful means. Any disputes or a situation that is likely to
endanger international peace and security may be brought to the attention of
the Security Council by any member of UN, General Assembly or by the
Secretaty General. Even the non-member states can bring the dispute before
the Council provided, they accept in advance the obligations of a peaceful
settlements contained in the UN Charter.
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2- Enforcement functions

The Security Council has also been vested with important enforcement
powers. This include adopting measures such as partial or complete
interruption of economic relations such as severing of rail, sea, air, postal,
radio and other communications links like snapping of diplomatic relations;
when the Security Council finds peaceful settlement among the disputant
countries is not possible. The Security Council can also urge the member
nation states to apply sanctions against the aggressor as given in Article 43 of

the UN Charter.
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3- Electoral functions

The Security Council enjoys extensive electoral powers which pertain to
admission of new members and the constitution of other organs of the United
Nations. The new members to the world body can be admitted by the General

Assembly only on the recommendation of the Security Council.
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Third: The Economic and Social Council

The framers of the UN Charter were fully aware of the importance that the
social and economic conditions for preserving world peace. Therefore, the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) has been established to coordinate
the economic and social work of the United Nations along with the specialized
agencies and institutions to assist the General Assembly in promoting

international economic and social cooperation and development.
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The ECOSOC is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations that
operate under the authority of the General Assembly in accordance to the
Article 55 of the UN Charter. The article also enjoins the United Nations to
create conditions of stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful
and friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal

rights and self-determination of the people by:

20



Aalu caati Jaad AN Saaiall aadd Aad) dui 1 5 3¢aY) aal g4 olaial¥) g galaBY) (ulaal)
g ol Ay Baniall aa¥) Balall a3l LaS Baniall aa¥) (3l (e 55 Balall Ud g dalal) daand)
B gheall fasa ol ial (bl Ao 9l G 4335l 5 Aaledd) CulBMall 4y ) g pual) dald i g ) R

] juaall 0 @eiad) A

The main objectives of the Economic and Social Council are:

1- Promoting higher standards of living, and conditions of economic and
social progress and development.

2-  Solutions of international economic, social, health and related problems
and in international cultural and educational cooperation.

3-  Universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.
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Functions of Economic and Social Council

The functions of the ECOSOC include information gathering, advising member
nations, and making recommendations. Besides, the Council also performs
variety of functions through studies and reports, discussions and

recommendations and coordination, such as the following:
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1- It can make studies and reports with respect to international economic,
social, cultural, educational, health and related matters.

2-  The Economic and Social Council also makes recommendations to the
General Assembly, the members of the United Nations and specialized
agencies with regard to economic, social, cultural, educational, health and
related matters.
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3- The Economic and Social Council can prepare draft and conventions for
submission to the General Assembly with respect to matters falling within
its competence.

4-  The Economic and Social Council convenes international conferences
both on its own initiative as well as on instructions from the General
Assembly.

5- The Economic and Social Council coordinates the work of the specialized
agencies of the United
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Fourth: The Secretariat

The Secretariat is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations. It
comprises the Secretaty General and such other staff as the organization may
require. It provides services to the other organs of the United Nations namely
the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council
and the Trusteeship Council as well as their subsidiary bodies in their duty
stations around the world; carrying out the diverse day-to-day work of the
Organization. At its head is the Secretaty-General, who is appointed by the
General Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council for a five-

year, renewable term.
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Functions and Duties of the Secretariat

The duties carried out by the Secretariat are as varied as the problems dealt

with by the United Nations which are:

1- administering peacekeeping operations and mediating international
disputes.

2- surveying economic and social trends and problems.

3- preparing studies on human rights and sustainable development.
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Secretariat staff also informs the world’s communications media about the
work of the United Nations; organize international conferences on issues of

worldwide concern; and interpret speeches and translate documents into the
Organization’s official languages.
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The Secretariat has offices located at the headquarters of the United Nations
in New York. It also has branch offices at Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi. Under
the Charter, each Member State undertakes to respect the exclusively
international character of the responsibilities of the Secretary-General and the
staff and to refrain from seeking to influence them improperly in the discharge
of their duties.
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Fifth: International Court of Justice

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the
United Nations. It has been established in 1945 according to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice which forms an integral part of the UN Charter.
The Statute of the International Court of Justice, similar to that of its
predecessor, is the main constitutional document constituting and regulating

the Court.
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It is located in The Hague, Netherlands. The Court began work in 1946 as the
successor to the Permanent Court of International Justice. Its purpose is to
adjudicate disputes among states. The court has heard cases related to war
crimes, illegal state interference and ethnic cleansing, among others, and
continues to hear cases.
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The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the

adll jleadl AUnited Nations that has been established in 1945 according
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Membership of International Court of Justice
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All the members of the United Nations are ipso facto member of the
International Court of Justice. A state which is not member of the United
Nations can also become a party to the statute of the Court.
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The conditions for the membership of the Court have been laid down in the
General Assembly, which includes the following:

1- Acceptance of the Statute and other obligations with respect to the Court
which other members of UN have accepted

2- Undertaking to contribute to the expenses an amount assessed by the
General Assembly after consultation with the Government concerned.
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