CHAPTER VIII
CLASSSIFICATION OF STATES

States or governments are classified as Uni-

tary, Federal and Confederal.

Unitary'States
< )

:{ {\in a unitary system all power and authority is

concentrated in a central or nationalfgoverm—

ment. The central government can override the

decisions of local Sovernmentsu “The majority

of states in the world have unitary goverxn-

ments. It fits.states with.homqgeneous popu-,

lations. The new states of Asia end Africa

have adopted the unitary system hoping that a
strong government would break tribal differ-

ences and promote national unity. Many be-

lieve that the complexities and problems of

modern s~ciety require a strong. central gov-

106.

CamScanner = L3,



exf’qment.

-

Federal States

Iin a federal éystem, power and authority is

divided between a national or federal govern-

ment and regiomnal governments - 'states',
provinces, 'republics' or cantons.
. - \.L\.-o

Sosmr 7 BB us

The division of powers is enumerated in a
written comnstitution. The constitution is
difficult to amend. Some federal systems.
enu:e';até the powers of the central government
and leave the fést_ to the regional govern-
'ments; this class includes Switzerland, Wesé
Germany, Malaysia and the Unlted States

Other federal systems enumerate the reglonal
powers, leaving the rest to the central gov-
ernment; Cana{‘da‘ and India belong ‘t.o tjhi.s
\_\c'l.ta-sAs‘. Usua_ll}-( a supreme coux_:t_'-is; ye_st&r;i;‘!:itﬁ'
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the powex:_rltol interpret (explain) the constltu.
N ﬁtn\.'- M—J‘ab
t.‘LOIl‘T :\cases of conflict over jurisdictig,

%

aj‘l

(cont;:al“) between regional and federal goverp.

.\ \‘ ©

In most federal systems the federal government
has. o%mﬁ‘le’oe jurisdiction over national de-
"ence*}i‘f

T

q_;e:xgn policy, commerce and monetary

,Regiondl governmenta deal with educa-

PG u-~°./—" = >
The- nasflonal leglslature is bicameral, with

the™ i:%fgi—onal governments equally represented

: ’t“‘,xu;f‘-‘. )
in- o:;ear.og;‘—the chambers or houses. .i
ST . |
2 S T T | :

I e

_The _fee,eral ‘system usually suits ‘large states

.\"

..,__

with a.,populatlon made of several racial or

.JL‘,

"_ ,;_ =

ethnii:’ gronps (heterogeneous societies) . (2)
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Confederal States_ :
\ i “l‘_ér‘ ,f_-_
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In a\confederal system most of the pt':mre_r:-!1

- '-'
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belongs to the reglonal governments cdﬁéﬂtgtut—

ing the confederatlon Very 11m1t*—=d eu“t:'horlty

" ™ 1-1“-

is delegated by them to the central govern—-
ment. The latter usually lacks. the mfans of

enforcing its decisions. The Legldnal ‘gotvern—-

n.’

-ments often can veto actlons of the naﬂilonal

Zlegislatures. Somev federal governments have

realizing the"' need for ° a.“;':;

government. (3) - i Sy

The most interesting con‘fede'ratioﬁs -at ‘the

present, are the United Natlons and the var-

1ous regional confederatlons the

European Econcmic Community. (4)

-
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CHAPTER IX

ELEMENTS OF THE STATE

y -

TERRITORY, POPULATION, GOVERNMENT AND SOVER-

EIGNTY

The modern state has four esisential elements.

terrltory, population (or people), government

and soverelgnty (or independence).

The term 'state' has many definitions. Fol-

lowing are a number of these definitions:

@j- "'f_he st-ateior political cemmunity is an‘
organization which has the means of using

- force and controlling those whe happen to live
within its agreed boundaries.." (1) |
'Ae.cordi‘ngVAtb L. Oppeﬁheim ,a state "-- is in
existence when a people is settled in a -coun-

fry under its own soverelgn ngovernment."(z)
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"The state is the territorial assocaition of
which the government is the administrative

institution." (3)
/]D ‘
= wp community politically organizéd under one

inlependent government with'in a definite
territory." (4)-

"We have said that what d;L_f-ferentia-"'tes_ member-
ship of the state from that of other assccia-
tons_ is iil_:s' compulscory na.tu.r.;e and-. the fact
that the state lays down the framework within
which all othé'r exercises ©f power must funci-

ton. This power to direct is a twofold power.

e e

The state gives the directions and it also

enforces them, 1€ necessary by emplcocying armed

-

force. The state is the c;nly‘ assoc'iation. ‘
within the natiopal frontiers which can use .

the nation's ~arme<'1 forces to compel obedience

.

ro its orders." (S)

i12 |
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The Differences between State and Government:

It should be pointed out that the texrms

'rstate’ and 'government'

are not the same. The state is larger and
iﬁcludes the whole population while the gov-
ernment includes only a part of them. The
" state is a continuing entity while a particu-
lar government is temporary and liéble to

chenge . Yet, to continue in existence a state

must have a. recognized government. -

Thus, the definition of government is as

follows:

"government is the administrative organ or

machinery through which the state maintains
its existence, performs its functions and

implements its policies and objectives." (6)-:

So, according to the above definitions, the

- ll-!-a. .
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state i1s the combination of independent gu.-

ernment and populated territory. (7)

Population and Territory

All states must have population and .territo_ry.
No definite answer is available as to the
number of populatioﬁ necessary to form a State
or the adequate size of territory required.
At different times, ideal numbers and siées
have been suggested. Some states arelunde-r- ¢
populated others are overpoi)ulated. Some
states cover a very small area, octhers are

4 °

continental in size.

Aside from number and size, the guality of the

population and the nature of the territory

should be taken ihto considerat;on. .The kind l
of people, whether literate, educated, skilled

iﬁ'_rﬁodei‘n technology and constituting og»e"
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homogencous nationality, is important. The
nature of the territory; 4its natural re-
sources, climate, géorgraphical pos'ition‘, are
all important factors in' determining the

character of the state.

Independent Government or Sovereignty:

Every populated territcry has some kind of
government. But what distinguishes the gov-
ernment of states 1is _in_dependence or sover-—
eignty. .Th'e term 'soyereignj:y' means supreme
and final auth‘ori“ty', above and beyond which no

.further legal power _ex-i,'sts.-"

Sovereignty has two aspects-:‘internal suprema-
cy within the territory of a state, and exter=<

nal independence from control by any other

state. (8)
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CHAPTER X

GOVERNMENT

Forms ofiGovernmenf

Many methods have been used to.classify the
different forms of government in the world.
The earliest of these methods were developed
hy the Greeks. And the best known is the one
presenﬁed by Aristotle in the 4th century B.C.

although he himself was not satisfied with his

own classification. (1)

Aristotle's Six Tvpes oOf Government:

Aristotle based his classification of govern-—

ment on: 1. thc -mumbern: of people. who ruled
‘and 2. the purpose behind their rule. The
\rule,of one was 'moharchy', the rule o¢of the
» - . 9 — ' . - .
few was 'aristocracy' and the rule of the many
, s> S Ped
\- M owarca 4. Jr\\?,rov.’(j

2. AV?&&DCT&J ;'Olv'ﬂa'r('-z{j

- E'Po\-:'La &-J?Jw}ae'é
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was 'polity' (constitutional xule of the
marny). These three forms were expected to act

according to law and in the interest of al)
the community. If they ignored the law:and
utilized (used) power for their own selfish

interest, then monarchy degener_ated (changed)

® lana~t < @ 51_-_-\.‘1.((-
into tyranny, aristocracy into oligarchy and
‘ Q
polity into democracy. To Aristotle, democra-

cy was the rule of the poor or irresponsible

majority. (2)

So, monarchy, aristocracy and polity were

considred as normal or good forms of govern-

ment, whereas tyranny, oligarchy and democracy

as their abnormal or corrupt forms. (3)

Monarchies and R_épubl ics
. . ”t.'

A state is either a monarchy or a republic.

v i
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Monarchy or Kingship

Monarchy or kingship is one of the oldest
forms of government. Hereditary kings ruled
.in Sumer and the other anc:!,e.xu:,_}cingdoms of the
Middle East. They combined the functiama of

warrior, priest and judge. (4)

Mona_rchy is a system of hered_itary rule. It
includes many different forms of governrgent.
Monarchies may be absolute anad arbi&f‘:‘x—:—z;;y or
limited and const;i_.t‘u_tionai.. ' They may or may
not contain representative institutions. The
Vmonarch may combine all three powers, execu-
tive, legislative and judicial in himself, or ,
h;a_..may.delegate some of these powers. /H;’m;;r—
éové’rn‘within the established custom and laws,

or- he --may consider himself above -the léw.

Some" ki‘ngs were -elected or came as a result of

‘a contract, others seized the throne by force

and many claimed divine right.(5) . T
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In the contemporary world, the rmanéfbhiCal
form of government is in decline. Al%.fhe
surviving monarchies of Europe are constitu-
tional and limited. The-ﬁonargh is Oﬂly_the
‘nominal or titular head of st.ate .with 'real
sy ANAT . B §
power in the cabinet and .parliament. In ‘the
rest of the world sever&i monardhies werei
overthrown and others went through méﬁor |

changes. (6)

Republicff~

( After the-exile of a despotic'king Rome e_s‘tab-.
lished a republib in the sj.':\c-‘th~ .century B.C.
fwo ccnsuls were elected for one—y?dr terms.
In addition to full executive au.‘_thoa_fi't_y ‘they

~exercised military and ju_dic_i__a;._ powers. (7)

. The titular head of a republic, in the modern |

B world, is called a president. " He is'ei'é;cted f

|
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for a definite term of office. In one type of
republic the president has mainly ceremonial
functions similar to a constitutional monarxch,
such as the presidenfs of Western Germany,

Ttaly and _India-. ITn another type, such as in

the United States, the president combines the

ceremonial functions of +he head of state; with

the political functions of the head of the

executive; he is both +he head of government

and the head of state.} Howeve.r_, not all
republican forms of government are constitu-
tionzal and democratic. Many of the republics

of Latin America are in fact dictatorships. (8)

Aristocracy, Oligarchy' and Elites:

The terms "aristocracy, oligerchy and elites"”

mean thé rule by the few or government by the

I
-

fejw.

123

CamScanner = L



Aristocracy:

(At the time of the Greeks the term " Aristoc-
racy” mcant government by the "best" citizens.
The ideal form of aristocracy was based on the
qﬁality of character,. such as integrity ,
intelligence and devotion to’ 1-3ubl_i”c servaice.
Rule 2n the ideal o

city, according to Pléto, -woﬁld be 1in the
hands of a selected few, of ou‘tStanding quali-

ties and special training.

They would have no material possessions, share

everything with each other and lead a cbmmunal

life.(9)3

'In practice, however, aristocracies have been
more and more associated with heredity, wealth
or both. The nobilities of the feudal system

and their descendants were hereditary and

o
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thelir power was based on land. At the
preseht, with social changes and revoluticens,

their power and role as a class has diminished

to a great extent.

oligarchy:

(In modern states, the term. "oligarchy" 11s

better suited to describe the rule of the few
than the .ter.:m '_aristocrac‘:y'i Oligarchy,. usual-
1y, though n_otalwayé, implies the rule of the
wegithy-.) Th‘é-i mod‘-é;:-n trend points. to the
-stf%éengthénixlg of c;liga-rfchic elements 1in qov—
ernments and cther inst-itutions. Moreover,
under all syst'em's o-f goverﬁment, democractic
and nori;-demccf:actic,' '_these____oligarchic ele-
menfs, whether ma_ﬁagérs of. wealth, owners of
wealth or 'other t{orms-o'f- of&janizations, are
playing an 'increésingly important r:olle in

.influencing and d;trectj;ng government
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peolicy. (10)

Elites:

(‘I‘he Greek. division of governments into the
rul: of one, the few and the manxj has been
criticisZed from many quarters. Caetanro Mosca,
an Italian political scientist, has argued
that forms of government are often a cover for
the real 'rulers of the stéte. Whatewver the
form of govermment, accerding to him, there is
only one ruling grovp or clite that holds

power. The majority of pcople have 1little

say-(11) \

Leaving aside the theoretical arguments raised

by the elitists  and their validity, many,

sociologists and pclitical scientists point

out the following facts: that in any society, !

whatever its theoretical basis, the actual

process of ruling is in the hands of the few.
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The differen;e between one govarnment and
apother 1s 1n rthe nature of its constitution
and the relation of the few who rule to the
many who are ruled:  If the few are not re-
sponsible to the many then it is an oligarchy;
if trlley.are responsible then it is ‘a ‘detiocra-
cy. What distinguishes one constitution from

another is how these few exercise power. (12)

pemocracy:

‘I‘h‘e' term ;'de'mocracy" is Gre.e]-:. It comes from
two Greek words, "demos", meaning people and
"kxratia", meaning "rule of or by". Thus, it
is,'rule of or. by th‘_e people. It is-also
described as "government by -'c_he consent of the

governed." (13)

A}

States, monarchical and republican, can be

democratic. " There are bas.ica'llly two types: of
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~democracies: (1) Direct or classical democ_;-ra~ 'i

cy, (2) Indirect or representative democracy.

1. Direct Democracy is when all the people
place and participate’in
the__

meet in one

gcverning the state. This was

patterr in the Greek city-state.

2 Indi‘rect Democracy is when the people

L .

elect representatives to goverm on their

behalf. It is the moderm pattern of gowvern-

ment. (14)

Greek or Atheni?n . Democracy:

The process towards democratic rule in the

Greek city-states started from 750 B.C. First

monarchies . developed into aristocracies, then

came dictatorial rule, and eventually democra-

cies. . The best model of Greek democracy was

in AthoM® -
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socio~economic change. in- Athens cz_ea,ted dis=

-..J... v

content amd resulted in a new cohsti*‘uion .
afs Thw Popaite Tl SR ' =

The new con& ti t.u tion - together w1th the appro—'
B o :‘ A L =y i e el ~osr T = R e )
priate {Or necessary) “institutions dnd procﬁ-—
\r (ff{""'ij" . . ’ s —f-vf- . - - - - A

dures esta}bllshed a fully democratlc form o

2y el e e

government by the mn.ddlp of the fifth ccntqry

n t"\ T o A “;.-_. — v - —-{- e 3

TILE Y 5 “r g R
B C. (15)

-E 3.! ': -{f "_: J‘_ i. ;. .'...-' :." 3 2 .f"-'_— ey . ‘. o i __'. = . "3ty - . :- . \ _‘- 1:
('.r_r'.he-.:ma JIimportamt insti tution vag the ASSem—
ply. It was the highest authority in.Athens.

It made all the J.mpox_tant decisions and con-

_r‘i‘:r‘r —;: '-:’.-: Yt s '—-0-- y - > - .
trolled pwerythlng. EEhB Aaaemhl_x at held
GIcW o ¥ "\f“r" : 3 e =S o g7 ' i 2
regu]ar menthly meetlllcb included all ¥

et 4"'::'5 e QT N -"" o "cr
— Pl |

citizens over a cer aln age probably tw._,ni-y.

- - .L,. 1

=T ) c.ﬁ_—-‘r\ T E = 3,-.,._._ ~, .r_ - _, 1‘-'-. e _—
Every C1._1-zen had th " equal rlght to vote,
o ‘_“fT“rpnr - 2= ‘l"\,r-- -1 \,7,.._.“-7?_;‘ s | fior g s - i . .
express an oplnion and mahe'a prdposal .
NI s wsdaw wmid Ta e : : :
De0151ons were made Dy the” majon ty aftei: frée
v T ey gl o+ rp ety s

and open edlscussa.on. All 0ff1c1als were -
b vh W“{\"\ ': L—\‘f- = - o

b il ) s

lcountable tto it; ten tlmes durirg the year the

-lr(‘\ """\_ \.-,-... -

‘Assembly passed judgement on them a‘pproving br
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