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muslims at Hittin, but without the contribution that 
Mosul made, such victory would have been doubtful. 
So it is only fair to call Mosul : The carrier of the 
banner of Islam which was an important and 
dangerous mission in a very critical period in the 
history of Islam. Mosul is proud of performing that 
task with remarkable success. 
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brought up in the same Jihadi school of the Zangids. 
As one of their commanders he was entrusted with 
helping the Fatimid’s in Egypt whowere faltering in 
their fight against the Crusaders . Feeling the 
weakness of that state, he took matters into his own 
hands and started fighting the Crusaders on his own. 
He had differences with the Zengids which included 
him laying siege to Mosul. But such differences were 
overcomed when it came to fighting the Crusaders. 
Muslim chroniclers mention that he did not carry out 
his main attack againist the Crusaders at Hittin till 
the Mosul contingent joined his forces,. This 
contingent actually made up more than half the 
Muslim army in that battle. Another contribution that 
Mosul made to Saladin’s army was less apparent but 
not less important. This was the “felt” waistcoats they 
brought with them for all the muslim warriors who 
fought in that battle. <br> Felt being compressed 
sheep s wool is a specialty of the Mosul countryside 
and is still made there to daybut for use as floor 
covering. As simple as it is, felt is practically 
impossible to pierce with a sword. So, this was their 
“bullet proof” protection in the battle, and was a very 
important aid for the victory that Saladin achieved at 
Hittin. Unlike Aleppo or Damascus which were 
practically frontier cities or "ثغور" during the 
Crusaders wars, Mosul being far away from the 
battlefront, was the main muslim Capital city "العواصم". 
No doubt the military genius of Saladin and his 
dedication were the prime factor in the victory of the 
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When Mosul carried the banner of Islam 
 

Mr.Sabah Damluji 
       There is no doubt that the city of Mosul as a 

capital city of one of the muslim states that flourished 
in the latter Abbasid period, saw its golden age during 
the Zengid era (1127–1283 c.e). the Zengids were a 
dynasty of Atabegs that served the Seljuk sultans as 
soldiers and as mentors of their children. They were 
also entrusted as governers in various areas of the 
great Seljuk empire. As the empire started to decline, 
some of the atabegs became virtually independent. 
Such was the Zengids who governed Aleppo and 
Mosul. The founder of this state was ImadUd-Din 
Zengi (1084 – 1146). The state that he formed in 1127 
lasted till 1234. ImadUd-Din was a great warrior, he 
was during his lifetime the chief muslim ruler who 
shouldered the brunt of Jihad against the Crusader 
states in the Levant. He managed in 1144 in evicting 
the Crusaders from their strong hold of Edessa (near 
the present day city of Urta in southern Turkey) 
which was the capital of a Crusadar county with same 
name. The Zengid rulers who followed ImadUd Din 
were also dedicated fighters. Their efforts were 
crowned with a great victory in the year 1187 when 
Saladin crushed the main Crusader force in the battle 
of Hittin. This victory also ensured the capitulation of 
the Crusader Kingdon of Jerusalem. Saladin was not 
an atabeg or a Zengid, but a local man who was 
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being reconnected globally through books with a child 
from Japan, individual humanitarians, writers and 
scholars from the United States, United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, Russia and South Africa, to name 
but a few. This is the driving force behind the 
campaign which continues, the creation of new 
memories and networks of learning and culture, 
where someone from so far away could be thinking of 
a destroyed city like Mosul and send books in 
solidarity. These budding relationships and the future 
projects they will yet build are starting, slowly, to 
replace the terrible memories of these past years, 
especially for the young generation.  
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the often complex bureaucracy of organizations that is 
sometimes challenged with keeping the person central 
to its humanitarian efforts. Because the campaign to 
revive the libraries is really about people and creating 
a new collective and visual memory in Mosul, 
especially among the youth, and ending the 
censorship of reading in the city.  

This campaign is also aimed at contributing 
materials to Mosul University that will have a direct 
impact on the rewriting of the historical narrative of 
the city. In addition to students, Mosul University 
faculty have also affirmed that building a library is 
the most important thing to do for the city. "We 
cannot have a university or a city without a library," 
Mosul University agriculture professor Anas Al Taie 
said. 

There are still more books arriving to Mosul. But 
our focus has now moved to digitization, so that what 
has survived these years of war and destruction will 
be protected. We are also driven to reconnect the 
university and its library with the growing field of 
digital humanities to assist students and scholars 
alike in gaining access to the most recent publications 
and digitized materials. In this aim, our call is now for 
donations of digital archives, digitized manuscripts 
and assistance with establishing a digitization unit 
for the library of Mosul.  

After so many years of isolation and being 
disconnected from the rest of the world, Mosul is now 
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library to the current chancellor of Mosul University, 
Qussay K. Al Ahamdy, who heard our calls. "We also 
believe that rebuilding the library of Mosul is a 
priority and essential to restoring the important 
intellectual role Mosul University has played 
throughout the contemporary history of the city and 
region,” he affirmed. Recently Al Ahamdy went on a 
mission to London to reconnect the university with 
European ones.  

According to the current director of the library, 
Omar Tawfik Abdul-Qadir, thousands of books have 
now been received from around the world. The most 
recent donation was an arrival of books on July 22 
from the Morocco-based Juma AI-Majid Center for 
Culture and Heritage. The contribution which 
involved cultural personalities from the United Arab 
Emirates underscored the effectiveness of the library 
campaign. It came about with the support of Emirati 
commentator Sultan Sooud Al-Qassemi, who bridged 
our library recovery campaign with the Juma al-Majid 
Center. Their pledge of books, however, was 
complicated by the very high cost of delivering them 
to Mosul. Our outreach to the UAE Minister of 
Culture Noura Al Kaabi, was successful, however, and 
her office generously agreed to fund their transport to 
Mosul. The linking of these diverse partners active in 
culture and libraries in their own countries confirmed 
the possibilities for mobilization in our technological 
age. Everything transpired by way of the internet, 
social media and email. It was my intention to bypass 
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terror and experienced indescribable horrors. I called 
upon young people in Mosul to help us recover the 
library’s remaining books, and the results were 
amazing (photos), as we preserved more than 30,000 
rare books and manuscripts.  

The global response was also immense as 
thousands of people worldwide responded to the call, 
wanting to donate books. In less than a month, Mosul 
Eye's appeal became global, reaching its first goal 
quite quickly—that of reconnecting Mosul with the 
world. The campaign reinspired Mosul’s cosmopolitan 
character and its intellectual and cultural life, 
showing the world that a city once occupied by ISIS 
that should be starving for food was also yearning for 
books. There were those that attacked, mocked and 
humiliated me and others who were calling for books 
for a destroyed city, which they said first needed 
bread.  

We wanted to do much more than restock our 
library with books, however. I visited libraries around 
the world including the Alliance Israelite in an effort 
to obtain digital copies of rare manuscripts, 
documents and microfilms. I also spent countless 
hours searching open access collections in an effort to 
collect any document related to Mosul and its history. 
My work as a historian helped me gain access to 
several libraries and institutions. Within months, we 
began receiving books from around the world. I 
implored the critical importance of recovering the 
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whether our once prolific library would ever be 
recovered.  

Since the first days of its occupation of Mosul, ISIS 
wanted to change the city’s history and replace it with 
its own narrative. The first victim of that destructive 
ideology was our libraries: They stole rare 
manuscripts, burned irreplaceable books and 
destroyed a building which once had one of the most 
extensive collections of documents and archives in the 
entire Middle East. 

In the battle for the city, more than eighty percent 
of the urban landscape would be heavily damaged or 
completely destroyed. Although the need to 
reconstruct the city was pressing, the library was also 
an urgent priority for many Mosul residents including 
Ali Al Baroodi, an English instructor at Mosul 
University. "We need libraries, as most of them were 
either burned, bombed or looted. It breaks my heart to 
walk by empty bookshelves and blackened walls,” he 
said. “We also need to revive school library visits so 
that we’ll have a new generation that loves and values 
reading.”  

These convictions were the force behind our 
launching a global campaign in February 2017 to 
preserve the library’s remaining books, as well as to 
resupply it with volumes from around the world. The 
idea behind this campaign goes well beyond the books 
themselves. It is also about engaging the city’s youth, 
who for three years lived under the rule of constant 
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communications of the library, most of the books are 
old and unuseful "We have received thousands of 
books, but many of them are old, and out of date, 
there is no added value instead just taking 
unnecessary space." That was one of the reasons why 
the PhD and M.A students were complaining that 
they have no chance to access the resources they need 
for their research, especially students of sciences who 
need up-to-date publications and resources, which is 
impossible for the university to provide them now. 

That's why the mission to rebuild the library has 
not finished yet. Last May I was invited by a Danish 
anthropologist to an event in Oslo, the fifth 
anniversary of the Future Library, a self-defined “100 
year public artwork” tasked with collecting an original 
literary text by a renowned writer every year from 
2014 to 2114 where the works are to remain unread 
and unpublished until 2114. The idea that a library 
would open in one century yet to come was fascinating 
to me, someone trying to revive his own library 
destroyed by a group of terrorists. The Future Library 
confirmed our mission to rebuild the library of Mosul, 
as there are still those that imagine and believe in the 
power of libraries.   

There at this bucolic event in the Nordmarka 
Forest just outside Oslo I sat listening to South 
Korean writer Han Kang read aloud. While the 
audience was focused on her words, my mind was a 
half a world away in Mosul, consumed by thoughts of 
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Let it Be a Book, Rising from the Ashes: How the 
people of Mosul are recovering their library 

 
Lect. Omar Mohammed 
Teacher of Middle East History 
Science po University ,Paris ,France    

 
A small green building with two black doors and 

inferior architecture that makes you take your eyes 
off when you look, and you don't want to return to it. 
But, inside that building is the temporary location of 
the destroyed central library of the University of 
Mosul and thousands of donated books from around 
the world.  

Despite that strange shape of a temporary 
borrowed building, the library is still able to provide 
services to the university's students and researchers. 
For Ahmad Al Najim, a student of economic studies. 
The library is essential; not just to students, but to 
the recovery of his city as a whole "The library is the 
face of Mosul, we need the library to protect and 
preserve our history to envision our future". While 
Yusif Ali thinks that the library is "the only place 
where we can make a better future". For many 
students on campus, the library is vital to do research 
and to develop their knowledge. The library is 
receiving thousands of books from different countries. 
According to Dr Ahmad Muyasser, the Director of 
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be carrying out in the near future. The new 

museum will be a cultural edifice for the students as 
well as for the foreign delegations that will pay visits 
to the University. Furthermore, it will be a financial 
source to the University if it built on a style, which 
represents the past and the present of Mosul. There 
are many of the inhabitants that are ready to donate 
many ancient possessions, which they are still taking 
care of them, such as some coppery vessels in addition 
to garments, which will the museum a cultural and 
folkloric memory of Mosul for the coming generations. 
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University has supported the  

 
tendency of the centre toward rehabilitating the 

museum again. Therefore, under the auspices of the 
president of the University, the centre has organized 
an exhibition under the auspices of the president of 
the University in which many of the most important 
undamaged things exhibited during the first cultural 
season held by the centreon November 22, 2019. The 
president has attended this occasion and showed once 
again his readiness to support the rehabilitation of 
the museum. Shortly after, a plot of land allocated to 
erect a new building for the museum inside the 
University campus. After gaining the approval of the 
University president, the erection is going to  
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 The building of this museum was in al-Barud-

khana area since 1967. About thirty years later, it 
had been moved to the Mosul studies centre, in 
strictly speaking, in 1996, where it contained many 
halls which used as galleries to exhibit everything 
belongs to the old heritage of Mosul, such as the 
markets, khans (the caravansaries) as well as the 
most important folkloric handicrafts like pottery 
seller, blacksmith and some habits, traditions, 
garments and tools of the Mosuli household. Besides, 
the museum interested in the nomadic life 
represented by an Arab tent and some antiquated 
possessions such as weapons and some precious 
ornaments. In 2014, the museum was partly exposed 
to subversive acts at the hands of a terrorist 
organization called Isis (the Islamic State 
Organization), but fortunately some of its possessions, 
which belong to the early years of the twentieth 
century, remained intact. Prof. Dr. Qussay 
kamaluddin al-Ahmedi, the president of Mosul 
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The Importance of Rehabilitation of the Mosuli 
Folklore Museum 

 
 Assist. Prof. Dr. Maysoon Thanoon  Al-Abaychi 

Director of Mosul Studies Centre 
maysoonthanoon2018@gmail.com 
Translated by.Hussein Hama Ali 

 
The cultural folklore is an integral part of the 

national identity of any people such as habits, 
traditions, folkloric Arts, and some the now-defunct 
manual handicrafts which have not yet seen in the 
city and what now remain of them are going to 
disappear in the long run. Therefore, its lost means 
we willlose invaluable part or value of a city like 
Mosul, which is rich in its civilizational heritageand 
has an immemorial history because Mosul is a city 
distinguished by its heritagethe University of Mosul 
has opened the Mosuli Folkloric Museum in Mosul 
Studies Centre. The museum contained all the 
handicrafts and the industries, which were prevalent 
in the city of Mosul since the beginnings of the 19th 
century and it also, contained the folkloric games as 
well as some folkloric garments belong to the town-
dwellers and the people of countryside, most of them 
fall into disuse nowadays. 
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initiatives such as the Mosul Book Forum, which 
recently organized a cultural festival with the 
assistance of the Organization.  

UNESCO’s programme extends beyond the city of 
Mosul, and includes the rehabilitation of the historic 
centre of Basra, which was also hit hard by the 
conflict.  

These objectives require unwavering commitment. 
With the support of our partners, UNESCO is in a 
position to engage, over the long term, with this 
ambition of recovery and reconstruction. 

The spirit of Mosul never disappeared completely. 
Even in the city’s darkest hours, under the yoke of 
Daesh, it survived. It is now up to us – and this is the 
purpose of our initiative – to revive Mosul’s rich, 
diverse and inspiring past. This is the goal of this 
special edition of the Mosul Studies Journal, to which 
UNESCO is delighted to contribute. It is a sign of our 
collective determination to work with civil society, 
especially young people and the academic community, 
despite the difficulties we encounter, to ensure that 
Mosul once again takes its place in our shared history. 
Together, let us revive the spirit of Mosul. 
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relevant.  
The execution of temporary stabilization measures 

has improved understanding of conditions at the 
Mosque and Minaret, paving the way for a more 
realistic discussion on architectural options for 
reconstruction. The forthcoming phase includes the 
preparation of technical and general specifications for 
validation by the project’s Steering Committee. A 
bidding process will then be launched to draw up 
plans and rebuild the monuments. 

The reconstruction of the Al Nouri Mosque is 
symbolic of a broader programme that also concerns 
the churches of Al Saa’a and Al Tahera, and 
educational and cultural projects to give young people 
in Mosul the means to take ownership of their 
heritage, which is fundamentally diverse. First and 
foremost, this means ensuring that children can 
return to school. For this reason, institutions are 
being rehabilitated and refurbished throughout the 
province of Nineveh. Training for local primary school 
teachers has focused on developing coping 
mechanisms and resilience among children, to enable 
them to relearn knowledge that was banned by 
Daesh.  

UNESCO has supported the restoration and 
documentation of manuscripts saved by Archbishop 
Najib, because a living history cannot be transmitted 
without documents. The importance of the written 
word has also been given pride of place by local 
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the ways of defining oneself, defining others, and 
understanding the world.  

This cuts to the very core of what cultural heritage 
represents for UNESCO: in rebuilding ties in Mosul, 
in rehabilitating places and monuments, and in 
repairing the social fabric of the men and women who 
live there, the city will once again live up to its name. 
Not only must Mosul’s monuments and historic centre 
be rebuilt, cultural and educational institutions and 
infrastructures must be revitalized.  

A number of important milestones have now been 
achieved in restoring Al Nouri Mosque and Al Hadba 
Minaret, an emblematic project supported by the 
United Arab Emirates and carried out in close 
cooperation with Iraq’s State Board of Antiquities and 
Heritage, the Sunni Waqf and local authorities. The 
first priority was documenting the extent of the 
losses, through surveys and a historical and archival 
study carried out by experts from the University of 
Mosul.  

Work then began in the field. After the completion 
of demining operations, rubble was cleared from 
around the minaret. Stabilization brackets were 
installed around the Mosque, and polyester straps put 
around the pillars of the Mosque’s dome. All the 
necessary archaeological precautions have been 
taken: the historical fragments collected have been 
stored and will be inventoried and catalogued for their 
reintegration during the restoration phase, where 
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Recreating ties, restoring places – reviving the 
Spirit of Mosul. 

 
Audrey Azoulay 
Director-General of UNESCO 

Over the past few years, Mosul has come to 
symbolize destruction, intolerance and extremism. 
But the city is so much more than this recent past and 
its occupation by Daesh, which stand in direct 
counterpoint to its long and inspiring history. Indeed, 
for thousands of years, Mosul was a meeting place for 
empires, a commercial, intellectual and cultural 
crossroads, with its very name – al mawsil– 
incarnating the idea of dialogue and diversity.  

This city is part of our universal history – its 
recovery concerns us all.  

This is why UNESCO chose to launch the ‘Revive 
the Spirit of Mosul’ initiative. Focusing on the human 
dimension of the reconstruction process, the 
Organization is working hand-in-hand with the Iraqi 
government, local authorities and the people of Mosul 
to contribute to the city’s recovery as part of the 
United Nations’ strategy for Iraq. 

To ‘Revive the Spirit of Mosul’ means reviving 
everything that the war has reduced to ruin: physical, 
material ruins, of course, but also other wreckages, 
less visible, and perhaps more serious: wounds to the 
mind, to the conscience, to the feeling of identity, to 
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times of conflict. We must work towards protecting 
our shared heritage, not only as Muslims or as Arabs 
but as human beings who value the wealth and 
weight that heritage and culture brings to enriching 
our shared humanity.    
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reviving the identity, spirit, heart and soul of the 
community.   

Inspired by the history and legacy of Mosul and its 
people, the UAE and UNESCO partnered to 
reconstruct Al-Nuri Mosque, and to restore Al-Hadba 
Minaret, Al-Saa’a and Al Tahera churches. The 
UNESCO team has been working closely with the 
government, experts, and members of the community 
in Mosul and across Iraq to make decisions about the 
project, which includes the development of a museum 
as well as a community and educational space near of 
Al-Nuri mosque. With an emphasis on ensuring 
sustainable capacity building for conservation and 
restoration, and a commitment to contribute to the 
development of Mosul, the project will train and hire 
1,000 Moslawis and Iraqis, including youth and 
graduates of Mosul University, to contribute to the 
economy of Mosul. As the project moves forward, we 
are witnessing the realization of a shared 
commitment one brick at a time. 

Despite the destruction actions that threatened to 
taint a mosque and a city that stood as a symbol of 
coexistence and inclusion, the people of Mosul stand 
as an example of hope and resilience.  With support 
from the international community, Moslawis are 
taking steps towards reviving their legacy and 
rebuilding the cultural ecosystem of their city.  

We have a collective responsibility, towards Iraq 
and other nations that have endured destruction in 
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leaning Al-Hadba Minaret are known as the icon of 
Mosul and a source of pride and honor to the local 
community.  This rich history is part of the collective 
memory of Mosul and has defined the identity of its 
people, symbolized by the diverse spaces of worship, 
study and community life found throughout the city. 

In 2014, ISIS used the Al Nuri mosque to 
announce the creation of their “caliphate” and, three 
years later, destroyed the mosque before they were 
driven out of Mosul.  By the time ISIS left, the Old 
City of Mosul had crumbled to the ground. Looking 
across the Middle East, and the world today, we see 
ever-escalating violence and a divisive narrative 
intent on pitting groups of people against each other.  
The resulting devastating loss of human life and 
destruction of humanity’s cultural heritage makes it 
impossible for true or lasting progress to be achieved.  
The United Arab Emirates is determined to counter 
this divisive narrative with a stronger, positive 
message – a message of resilience, hope, coexistence, 
harmony and peace.  

When UNESCO launched the” Revive the Spirit of 
Mosul” initiative in 2018, the UAE pledged to 
contribute 50.4 million US dollars towards the project.  
It was not only because of UNESCO’s international 
credibility in the cultural field that we joined the 
organisation in this initiative, but because the 
proposal was about more than rebuilding cultural 
sites, it put Moslawis at the center, and aimed at 
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Moslawis: An example of resilience 
and strength 

 
By Her Excellency Noura Bint Mohammed Al Kaabi,  
UAE Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development 

 
  Not too long ago, from Housh Al-Be’aa square, a 

vibrant community space in the city of Mosul, the 
sound of the bells of Al-Tahera Church and the Athan 
(call to prayer) from nearby mosques were often heard 
at the same time.  The city stood as an example of 
peaceful coexistence and of rich diversity, a place 
where its residents chose to focus on, and draw 
strength from their shared humanity and shared 
history.  Made up of Arabs, Kurds, Turkmens, 
Armenians, Assyrians, Yazidis, Shabakis, and several 
other ethnic groups, the city’s cultural diversity is 
reflected in its historic buildings and heritage 
landmarks. 

Situated at a key junction on the Silk Road, the 
city bore witness to cultural and scholarly exchanges 
between diverse regions of the world throughout 
various periods of history.  With its earliest 
settlements recorded in 6,000 B.C., Mosul is one of the 
oldest historic centers for the Assyrian people and 
their churches, housing the now destroyed tombs of 
several prophets, among them Jonah. The 800-year-
old Al-Nuri Mosque and its intricately decorated 
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exciting about the Mosuli experience as such. The 
whole world, you might say, is now a “small village”: 
smaller even than Mosul was under Ottoman rule.  

      But you would be quite wrong. For, though it is 
true that globalisation has brought the nations of the 
world nearer to one another, it has not necessarily 
brought them any closerto one another. There is a 
huge difference between living near one another and 
living with one another. When one lives nearthe other 
one remains largely the same, as does the other. 
Whereas when one lives withthe other, one changes, 
as does the other. This gives birth to a new persona 
that owes a good deal to both, yet is bound by neither 
of them. 

      This is what Mosul did, and what it also was. 
As witnessed (among other things I saw, when I was 
there as a host to the Dominicans, to the Jalîlî family, 
and to a young Sunni Arab sheikh whose name now 
escapes me but whose memory is still vivid in my 
mind) by the hundreds of ex votos placed indistinctly, 
and side by side, by Mosuli Sunnis, Yezdis, 
Chaldeans, Arameans, Syriacs, Nestorians, and 
others alike, on a statue of the Virgin Mary adorning 
the entrance to a Roman Catholic monastery in the 
Old Town.  

This is why Mosul will remain, both humanly, and 
intellectually, quite important to me. And dear to my heart.        
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meaning, which the Arabic name of the town conveys. 
For mawsil (Mosul), as anyone familiar with Arabic 
knows, is synonymous with râbit and points to that 
which connects, joins, couples, links, conducts (as in a 
heat or electricity conductor), and of course unites.  

     And it is a fact that, throughout history and 
well into the 19th Century, Mosul, in Northern 
Mesopotamia, had acted as a link between the Black 
Sea and the Caspian to the North and the Gulf to the 
South, likewise between the Eastern hinterland and 
the Mediterranean. As it is a fact that Mosul was a 
mosaic of ethnic and religious groups: Arabs, Kurds, 
Turkmens, Mandaeans, Shabaks, Yezdis, Muslims, 
Christians, Jews, to name but a few, all of whom 
contributed to shape a Mosuli identity.  

    That a human settlement should thus be named 
after what it does rather than what it is ,genetically 
or linguistically, that it should be defined by its 
function rather than its identity (e.g., England as the 
land of the Angles, France as the land of the Franks, 
or Pakistan as the land of the Pure), and that its 
function should further be to connect people from 
different geographical provenances and separate 
genetic and linguistic pools, exercised a tremendous 
appeal on me. 

    You might of course object that in our age of 
globalisation, when, with ultra fast transportation 
and simultaneous communications almost everyone is 
interconnected with everyone else around the globe, 
there is nothing particularly unique or particularly 
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     Now it so happens that a year or so before 
completing my Oxford D.Phil thesis on Mosul I had 
successfully defended another doctoral thesis at a 
very public viva at the Sorbonne, when the jury had 
cross-examined me in front of a large audience before 
unanimously granting me a doctoral degree with top 
marks and honours. Buoyed by this success and filled 
with misplaced pride, when the time came for my 
Oxford viva, against my wise supervisor’s better 
advice I insisted on a public viva instead of a hushed 
confession. And this is when things started turning 
sour.  

    Apparently my examiners did not take lightly to 
the fact that I was playing iconoclast and breaking 
with tradition. Nor, it seems, did they appreciate the 
fact that I had resolutely turned my back on 
Orientalist scholarship (including their own works on 
the Ottoman Empire), to base my findings solely on 
primary sources. So they came after me with a 
vengeance.And when the vanity of a student in his 
mid-twenties clashes with that of two seasoned and 
well-established academics, there can only be one 
winner.  

      No wonder, then, that when one of them finally 
asked me (not without some measure of irony) why, 
despite my non-Iraqi background, I had picked Mosul 
for a subject, I declined to answer, deeming sulkily 
that what I might have said would have been totally 
lost on him. But I suspect it won’t be lost on you. 

I chose to work on Mosul because of the richness of 



Mosuliyat 
No. 57 (Safar 1442/September 2020) 

(73) 
 

Why on earth Mosul? 
Percy Kemp 
Historian 

 Forty years or so ago I was asked by one of the 
examiners at my viva how come, though of Anglo-
Lebanese stock, I had picked Mosul under Ottoman 
rule as a subject for my doctoral thesis (rather than, 
say, the history of Mount-Lebanon under Ottoman 
rule, or that of Anglo-Ottoman relations). As, by the 
time he sprang this question on me, my viva was no 
longer going according to plan, I did not bother to 
answer him. 

For those of you who might not be familiar with 
the word, a viva is the oral cross-examination to 
which a student is subjected after completing his 
thesis. And for those of you who might not be familiar 
with the way in which vivas were conducted when I 
was up at Oxford, I probably ought to explain that 
contrary to what one might infer (since « viva » stands 
for viva voce, which carries a public dimension), at the 
time, a viva at Oxford was anything but public, being 
conducted confidentially, and being more akin to a 
secret trial than an open intellectual debate. Anyone 
who has read The Alteration (Kingsley Amis’ 1976 
novel, in which he presupposes that the Reform never 
took root in Europe and that Oxford is still ruled by a 
medieval and arrested variety of Catholicism with 
infallible and omnipotent papal inquisitors holding 
sway) will understand my meaning. 
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(Quṣay Ḥussien Āl-Faraj) 
* Study in Mosul Heritage by ('Imād al-dīn Khalīl)  
* Wakaf al-Ghumāmah lemaḥo mā kutība 'ala al–

Rukhāmaa by Isma'īl Haqqi āl-Faraj and Commented upon it 
by Quṣai Ḥussean āl-Faraj. 

* The great mosque (al-Noori) by ('Imad Ghānīm al-
Ruba'i) 

Magazine: 
The centre devotes much attention to issuing many 

scientific periodicals, among them is issuing (47) 
numbers of the Dirasat Mawsilyah (a scientific and 
quarterly-issued refereed journal), and (91) numbers 
of the Aithaāt Mawsliyah (A monthly journal) issued 
to shed light upon some Mosul-related researches, and 
(47) numbers of the Qiraāt Mawsliyah (A monthly 
journal interested in making analytic reviews on the 
latest released books; and finally issuing (37) numbers 
of Anshittatunah (A monthly journal specialized in 
documenting the centre's activities within a month 
limit.   
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Arabic, for a number of distinguished researchers in 
Mosul as follows. 

1-The Books  
* Mosul in theses and dissertations of the university till 

2003 (A group of researchers) 
* Mosul in Iraqi Periodicals till 2003 (a group of 

researchers) 
* A Dictionary of the Colloquial Collocations in the 

Mosuli Dialect ('Abdullah Amīn Agha) 
* Mosul Personages Encyclopaedia in the twentieth 

century (Professor Omar al-Ṭālīb) 
* Mosul and the Mosuli Historians in Jalili Reign by 

(Percy Kemp) translated from English into Arabic by Muḥib 
Ahmed al-Jalili and Ghānīm al-'Ugaīlī, and revised 
linguistically by Ṣalāḥ Salīm Ali.   

*  Ḥāzim Sa'id al-Hamadāni and his biography by Dr. 
Mohammad Sāleh Rashīd al-Ḥāfeth. 

* The Writers and Authors of Mosul by Omar al-Ṭālīb. 
* Al-Wāṣiṭi of Mosul by Yousif Thanoon 
* Famous People of Mosul by (A group of researchers). 
* Sheikh Mohammad Ali Elias al-'Idwani by (A group of 

researchers). 
*  Gharbi al-Hāj Ahmed by (Ahmed Sāmi al-Chalabi). 
* The calligrapher Mohammad Ṣālīḥ and his Biography by 

(Abdul-Aziz Abdullah). 
* The public Libraries of Mosul in Twentieth century by 
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of them:- 
* The Journalist Abdul Bāṣṣaṭ Yunis.  
* The Journalist Ahmed Sāmi al-chalabi.  
* The Librarian Hajj Ahmed al-Nīlah. 
* Professor, Omar al-Ṭālib. 
* Sheikh Mohammed Ali Alias al-'Udwani.  
* Sa'id al-Dewachi.  
* Abdul-ghaffar al-Ṣaigh. 
* Ghānam Ḥamudāt. 
* Yāssīn Qaṭān. 
* Professor 'Imād al-dīn Khalīl. 
* Professor, Ahmed Qāsim al-Jum'ah. 
* The Journalist Abdul-Wahāb al-Nu'aimi. 
* Professor, Duraīd Abdul-Qādīr Norri. 
* The Narrator Ṭalāl Ḥasan. 
* The Sculptor Ṭalāl Ṣaffāwi. 
* The Sculptor Hīshām Sīdān.  
* Professor, Sa'ad al-dīn Tufīq, and Others. 
The Galleries:   
 The Mosul studies centre has organized several 

art galleries which reflected the diverse nature and 
riches of Mosul during its long history. 

Publications: 
The centre has issued many publications, in 
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9- Mosuli folk-tale. 
10-Urban Reconstruction Project for the Old City 

of Mosul: Corrective suggestions.  
11- Memorial Service of the Writer Omar al-Tālib. 
12- Memorial Service of the Literary man, abdul-

Wahab al-Nu'aimi 
13- Memorial service of the Journalist, Ahmed 

Sāmi al-chalabai 
14- The ancient Iraqi Civilization in Nineveh. 
15- The poetical Celebration (Mosul, in the eyes of 

poets) 
16- Rashīd Effendi al-khatīb and his Reformatory 

Role in Mosul. 
Scientific Research: 
The researchers of the centre have conducted, up 

to the present, (575) scientific researches on Mosul in 
a variety of areas, especially in history, geography, 
sociology, psychology. 

Seminars: 
The centre has held more than (300) seminars, to 

discuss researches fortnightly.  
Documentation of some far-famed Mosuli  Personages: 
From an early period, the centre begins to document 
Personages who have rendered distinguished 
economic, intellectual, cultural, artistic and sporting 
services by documentary films. Below is a list of some 
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Publishing manuscripts of translated writings 
from foreign languages into Arabic and vice versa, 
especially writings that are related to Mosul. 

Revision of historical and literary manuscripts and 
endeavouring to publish them. 

Establishing closer scientific and research ties 
with other centresat the national and international 
levels by holding joint conferences and symposia, and 
exchange of information, expertise and books. 

Symposia: 
In the matter of achievements, the centre during 

the past two decades has held (51) scientific symposia 
and one conference (in Arabic), among them as 
follows:- 

1- Clubs and Societies in Mosul during the 
Twentieth century. 

2- Common characteristics of Mosuli personality 
3- Mosul Heritage Between Originality and 

Modernization. 
4- Islamic Attitudes of Mosul's poets,  
5- Mosul Women …a Renewed Invention.   
6- Al-Noori Mosque's Minaret and the Castle of 

Mosul (Bashtabia).  
7- Reality of the Short Story in Mosul.  
8- Morphology of the Mosul Heritage City: (A 

developing suggestions)  
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Mosul. 
Working for attracting scholars, researchers, 

authors, intellectuals and writers who specialize in 
the history of Mosul. 

Publishing academic and scientific researches and 
make them within easy reach. 

Compiling dictionaries, encyclopaedias, indexes, 
and bibliographies on Mosul. 

10-Endeavoring to develop Mosul-related library in 
the centre by bringing more book manuscripts 
regarding Mosul, in addition to a variety of 
periodicals, brochures and newspapers with the 
purpose of enriching the library and providing ready 
to hand information for researchers and students. 

Keeping Curricula vitae, autobiographies and 
biographies of well-known Mosuli figures such as 
scholars, academians intellectuals, artists and men of 
letters with a view to taking full advantage of them 
for research purposes. 

Calling attention of researchers to study economic, 
social, folkloric and literary topics. 

To create bridges between the centre and the 
society by enticing some people who interested in 
history, literature and heritage by offered them 
opportunities to participate in the scientific 
conferences and symposia that the centre annually 
holds and publishing their own researches in the 
centre's journals.  
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The centre's aims: 
Participating effectively in disseminating cognitive 

awareness and bringing to the fore the pioneering and 
the civilized role of Mosul city from the dawn of 
history to the present day. It also tries to shed light on 
scientific achievements that distinguished Mosul from 
other cities, and carried out by researchers and 
authors of Mosul . 

A full explanation of Mosul's achievements during 
its long history, which represented by its physical, 
archaeological remains or historical, that indicate to 
Mosul's well-established and deep-rooted civilization. 

Great emphasis is placed on the importance of the 
voluminous Arab folkloric legacy, whether it physical 
or moral, or related to traditions. 

Shedding more light on Mosuli figures and their 
historical roles, and what they have achieved in 
history, literature and civilization at the national 
level. 

Persistent endeavouring to maintain the general 
folkloric traits of Mosul by means of researches and 
mass-media. The centre always warns of risks that 
threaten the archaeological and historical remains at 
the physical level, due to the effects of the human, 
geographical, climatic, and environmental factors. 

To make available suitable requisites of close co-
operation between researchers inside and outside the 
university, in order to participate in developing 
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Mosul Studies Centre in Brief 
 

Lect. Amer Bello Ismail 
(A Lecturer at Mosul Studies Centre) 

 
A Historical Background: 
At first, Mosul Studies Centre was established as 

(Mosul Documents Centre) in 1992. Shortly 
afterwards, its name has changed into (Mosul Studies 
Centre). It's one of the Mosul University's centres 
which specializes in conducting and publishing 
scientific and academic studies and researches on 
history, heritage and society of Mosul throughout 
centuries. 

Administratively, the centre consists of a little 
library, a folklore Museum, the Shawāf Revolution 
Museum, and a Computer Unit, in addition to an 
administrative Unit.  

Regarding the centre's staff, it made up of (20) 
university lecturers and public servants. 

The centre divided into two departments: 
Department of the Historical and Sociological 

Studies. 
Department of the Literary Studies and 

Documentation. 
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