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Contemporary Developments of Iranian Society: a Historical Study

Assist. Prof. Dr. Mohammad Abdul-Rahman Younis Al-Obaidi / Regional Studies Center /
University of Mosul

Abstract

The importance of the research is to present a new study on the
contemporary developments of the Iranian society in terms of educational, cultural,
health, social and economic aspects during the twentieth century, and to offer a
new addition to the field of studies and research that is concerned with the
contemporary history of Iran.

The research aims to study and follow up the most prominent developments and
changes witnessed by the Iranian society during the twentieth century until the
present in various economic, social, cultural, health, and other aspects; and to focus
on the nature of these developments at each stage whether in the royal or
republican era.

The research was divided into five sections, the first one included the
geographical location and demographic composition of the population in Iran,
while the second section involved the development of the educational sector. The
third section was devoted to the development of the health sector; while the fourth
one dealt with the social and cultural developments, and the fifth section was
interested in the development of the economic aspect and the labor market of the
Iranian people.

One of the essential findings of the research is that Iranian society since the
beginning of the twentieth century until now has witnessed important
developments in various educational, health, cultural, social, and economic fields
as the discovery of oil and the increase in Iran’s oil revenues have played the main
role in supporting construction and development operations, which were positively
reflected on the development of society in all aspects. In addition to the experience
of modernization and westernization witnessed by modern Turkey during the era of
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, which Reza Pahlavi sought to transfer to Iran also left its
effects on the society in Iran. The different nature of the two ruling regimes (the
monarchy and the republican era) and their different political and intellectual
orientations left their clear impact on the Iranian society, as each of the regimes
sought to build the society and the state according to its tendency unlike the other.
key words: Iran, Iranian society, Iranian history, contemporary developments.
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