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Lecture title: Viruses  

Lecturer Affiliation: Department of Microbiology, College of Veterinary Medicine, University of 

Mosul, Mosul, Iraq. sabaraheem@uomsul.edu.iq  

Summary: Viruses        

Viruses: They are the smallest and simplest form of life on earth, which can replicate only in living 

susceptible cells.  

Viruses consist of : 

A nucleic acid genome either DNA or RNA. 

A protein coat (capsid) that enclosed the genome. 

In some cases a lipid membrane ( envelope). 

• Virion: A complete infectious virus particle. 

 

 

Chemical composition of viruses 
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General Characters  of Virus 
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